
 

 

 

MARK 

YOUR CALENDAR 
 

 

OUR MEETINGS 

Meetings are held the third Saturday of the 

month in Jan., Mar., May, July and Sept. 

Meetings begin at 1:00. 

There is no charge. 

Members and visitors are always welcome. 
 

Check our website for last-minute changes: 

www.mtgs.org 

_________ 

 

 

 

 

We regret the cancellation of our March 

meeting due to the virus and quarantine. 

 

The officers are working to reschedule 

upcoming programs depending on the 

quarantine schedule. 

  

Watch your email for notifications. 

 

 

 
For more information about events, visit 

the MTGS web site mtgs.org 

or contact 
Virginia Watson at ginnyology@comcast.net 

________ 
 

 

 

 
 
 

    Journal of Genealogy & History 
 

Volume XXXIII, Number 4, Spring 2019 

 

Table of Contents 

From the Editor ..................................................................... 146 
 

“I Have Often Wished I Knew Something of my Family” 

    Diary of Eliza Tannehill Gleaves, 1862 ............................ 147 
 

Congressional Investigation of the 1868 Election: 

    Part 1, Testimony from Franklin County .......................... 151 
 

Murder of Ova Davis, Putnam County 1887 (part 3) 

    by Mitzi Freeman .............................................................. 157 
 

Dickson County Residents Ask Help for Zachariah Sullivan 

    Petition to the State Legislature, 1837 

        by Charles Sherrill ......................................................... 163 

 

Middle Tennessee Businesses, 1868 (part 4) 

   From King’s Nashville City Directory ............................... 167 
 

Don’t Forget to Check the Vertical File 

   Notes from the Carson Family File .................................... 174 
 

Every-Name Index of Volume 33 ......................................... 176 

    compiled by Jim Long 
 

 

Journal Policy and Information 

Inside Back Cover 

 

  

http://www.mtgs.org/


 

 

 

Middle Tennessee 

Genealogical Society, Inc.  

 
__________________________ 

Board Members 
 

President:  Carolyn Lallemand 
 

Vice President:  Sue Forshee Cooper 
 

Recording Secretary:  Melanie Carter 
 

Treasurer:  David Brown 
 

Past President:  Kay Gregath 
 

Directors:             Gary Coin 

 Robert Cullen 

 Mike Duncan 

 Linda Henson 
 

Webmaster:  Jim Long 
 

Mail Master:  Gary Coin 
 

Book Review Editor:  Shirley Wilson 
 

Workshops Coordinator:  

 Virginia Gooch Watson 
 

Publicity Chairman: Bonnie Winn 
 

Newsletter Editor: Jim Long 
 

Journal Editor:  Charles A. Sherrill 
 

 

Contributors in this issue 
 

Jim Long 

Mitzi Freeman 

 
_________________

 

 
 
 
 

From the Editor. .  .  
 
 

One silver lining of the current health crisis is that some genealogists 

finally have time to concentrate on their research projects. If you’ve 

been looking for time to start writing that family history, or your 

reminiscences (or an article for this Journal!) this may be a good 

time to get started. 

 

If you don’t have a project going, this is a great time to participate 

in some of the crowd-sourcing projects online. You can contribute 

to indexing and transcribing documents that will benefit other 

researchers. For examples, visit fromthepage.com and select Find A 

Project. 

 

In the meantime, I hope you’ll enjoy this issue of the Journal. You 

can read the next installment of the Ova Davis story, focused on the 

trial of her murderer and the many witnesses called. Our series on 

the 1868 election provides testimony from Franklin County this 

time. These and other articles may contain something about one of 

your ancestors – and if not they will at least help you better 

understand the lives and times of those who came before us. 

 

Stay safe and healthy. 

 

Chuck Sherrill 
M.T.G.S Journal Editor 
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the individual contributors and do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the Society or the editor. See inside back page for 

Journal submission instructions. 
 

Yearly memberships include four issues of the Middle Tennessee Journal of Genealogy & History. Make check or money order 

payable to MTGS. Annual dues are $25.00 beginning June 1 of each year. See back cover for details and application form. 
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“I have often wished I knew something of my 

family” – Diary of Eliza Tannehill Gleaves (1862) 
Diary of Mrs. Henry Albert Gleaves (Eliza Jane Tannehill, 1823-1884) daughter of Wilkins and Eliza 

Dewees Tannehill.  Her great-granddaughter Miss Helen Anderson is the owner. first 20 pages or 

so are filled with verse, some of it written by Eliza and some copied by her. The account takes Eliza 

through a long period of grieving for her daughter Mary Eliza Gleaves who died at age 16 in 1862. 

Included is this account of her family history. 

The diary is among the Papers of Catherine Berry Pilcher Avery at the Tenn. State Library & 

Archives (Manuscript Accession Number 71-109). 

“I have often wished that I knew something of my father and mother's family. My desire has been so great that I have 

collected a few items and will write them down for my own perusal. I will begin with what I know of my father's 

grandparents. They came to this country from England though my great- great grandfather’s wife was a Scotswoman. 

They settled in Carlisle Pennsylvania and finally moved to Pittsburgh where he amassed a large fortune in trading 

with the Indians. This was handed down to his family which was large and they all possessed the faculty of making 

money. My grandfather Wilkins by his first marriage had 11 children, my father's mother being the eldest daughter.  

“He displeased his whole family very much by marrying (the second time) his housekeeper who, bye the bye, seems 

to have been a very worthy woman. His family would not speak to her or have anything to do with her. This conduct 

seems to have distressed the old man very much and to have made him very unhappy. But finally his eldest son John 

Wilkins, who appears to have had great influence with the family, seeing his father so unhappy waited upon all the 

brothers and sisters and told that this state of things must not continue any longer but that on a certain evening they 

were all to meet at home and receive Mrs. W. as a mother. He did not meet with much resistance except for Aunt 

Hollingsworth who was an exceedingly proud and haughty woman, but she at last consented and on the appointed 

evening they met and spent a very happy evening without apologies or explanations. This much of my great 

grandfather Wilkins. 

“My father's mother Miss Margaret Wilkins was married to Mr. Josiah Tannehill, a gentleman of considerable literary 

acquirements and possessed of a handsome property. He served in the Revolutionary [war] with some distinction. He 

was several times promoted in rank and served until the end of the war. He whilst in the army contracted habits in 

common with almost all at the time which almost ruined him, but he notwithstanding the reverses educated all of his 

eldest children handsomely. The eldest of them was my father of whom he was very proud as he promised to 

distinguish himself. He gave him the best collegiate course that the then new College of Pittsburgh afforded. He 

wished him to be a lawyer. He [Grandfather Tannehill] lived in Pittsburgh until father had completed the course. 

Then with the remnant of his fortune he removed to Lexington, Kentucky, where he built himself a handsome 

residence a few miles from Lexington. But the very first night they slept under its roof it took fire and was entirely 

consumed with everything they had in the world except what they had on. He had one of the finest libraries at that 

time that there was, but all was lost. [Grandpa?] then gave up to drinking although he attempted teaching a school for 

which, as far as learning goes. he was admirably adapted. But after[ward] he died leaving his family penniless.  

-------------
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“But my grandmother’s brothers were very kind and especially uncle Charles Wilkins who offered to finish my 

father's education. He sent him to the Saline[?]. He remained there about a year then returned to Lexington and 

married Miss Eliza Dewees. Then he removed to Nashville Tenn.  where he lived for 45 years and died on the second 

day of June 1858, beloved and respected by all who knew him.  

“My mother's family moved from Philadelphia to Lexington. They were highly respectable. Grandpa Samuel Dewees 

died leaving his family very poor but his eldest son Farmer Dewees was a most excellent boy and possessed of 

uncommon business qualification. [He] took the whole care of the family upon himself. My grandmother died of 

consumption; at the time she died none of her children were married. She left two sons, Farmer and John Coburn, 

three daughters, Rachel, Sally and Eliza. My mother was the youngest but married first. Aunt Rachel married Mr. 

Wilson, Aunt Sally Mr. Robert Taylor, Uncle Farmer Miss Mary Ann [blank], Uncle J. Coburn Miss Maria Bayless. 

After father married and removed to Nashville, Grandma, Aunt Kitty, Aunt Jane and Uncle Hollingsworth all came 

to live with them. My father educated Aunt Jane and Uncle Holl. Aunt Kitty [was] married as were also his other two 

sisters Mrs. Wheatley and Weber. My mother had 10 children, four dying in infancy and early childhood [including?] 

her eldest son. Mother died at 39 years of age, five girls are now left [page torn] Bayless, Gleaves, Abernathy [page 

torn].” 

 

The Tannehill and Wilkins family information provided in Eliza’s account is documented in part by the 

Revolutionary War pension application of her grandmother, Margaret Tannehill. Many facts from Eliza’s memory 

are borne out (such as the burning of the family home). The following excerpts are taken from the pension file.1 

Commonwealth of Kentucky         }  

County of Jefferson & City of Louisville } 

On this 23 d day of October one thousand Eight Hundred & thirty eight, personally appeared before me Gabriel J. 

Johnston one of the Justices of the Peace for said county Mrs Margaret Tannehill, a resident of the city and county 

aforesaid, aged Seventy one years . . . .  

That she is the widow of Josiah Tannehill, who was a Lieutenant in Col. Gibson’s  Regiment of the Virginia line, 

during the revolutionary war, and who at the time of the discharge of the army at the close of the war, held the rank 

of Captain. That the said Josiah Tannehill entered the revolutionary army, as she is informed and believes, at an 

early period of the war, and was attached to the regiment of Col Rawlins of the Maryland line, (of which state he 

was a native, having been born as she believes in the county of Montgomery) – that he was taken prisoner at the 

surrender of Fort Washington and was for some time a prisoner on Staten Island – that after his discharge from 

imprisonment, or his exchange, he again entered the army . . . and served as she believes faithfully and honorably 

until the termination of the war, and was discharged at Pittsburgh, in the state of Pennsylvania in year. What was 

the rank of the said Josiah Tannehill, in Rawlen’s Regiment, she is not certain, but believes he was an ensign or 

liutenant. . . She further states that she is unable to establish the claim above set forth, by any documentary 

evidence in her possession, all the papers of her said husband which would throw light upon particular transactions 

of his military life, having been destroyed by the burning of his dwelling house in the year 1799. she therefore 

relies upon the statement of Dr Knight, and the files of the war department, for the establishment of his rank in the 

service. 

She further declares, that she was lawfully married to the said Josiah Tannehill, in the Town of Pittsburgh, on the 

27th day of April Seventeen hundred & Eighty six, and that her husband, the aforesaid Josiah Tannehill, died at 

 
1 Revolutionary War Pension Application file W8777, Margaret Tannehill, digital image at Ancestry.com. 

·~ 
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Baton Rouge, in the State of Louisiana, in the month of March 1811, the precise day she has not the present means 

of ascertaining. . . . For proof of the marriage she refers to the accompanying affidavits of William Wilkins and 

others, and to the following extract from the family record, which is in the hand writing of her late husband, which 

record has been in her possession since the decease of her said husband. [Unfortunately this record is not in the 

pension file.] 

Josiah Tannehill was born June 7 1753 and was married to his Wife Margaret the 27th day of April 1786. She 

further declares, that from the death of her said husband, she has remained unmarried.  

[signed] Margret Tannehill  

 

Catharine Huffnagle of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, stated that she witnessed the marriage of Margaret Wilkins, 

daughter of John Wilkins, Esq., which was officiated by her late husband, Michael Huffnagle, who was then a 

Justice of the Peace.  

Margaret Murphy, also of Pittsburgh, testified that when she first arrived in Pittsburgh she lived with Capt. Josiah 

Tannehill and his wife Margaret for two years. At that time they had two children, Wilkins and Catherine. 

William Wilkins, Esq. of Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, stated that he was the 

brother of Margaret Tannehill, and that she lived with her husband for many years at 

Pittsburgh, where they had several children, and then moved to Kentucky.  

On 2 March 1846 Wilkins Tannehill of Nashville applied for an increase in the pension of his mother, Margaret 

Tannehill, on account of the additional service of Josiah Tannehill as a Paymaster and Clothier. He stated that his 

mother died at Louisville KY on 21 Dec 1839 leaving the following children besides himself: Catharine Stout, Rachel 

Wheatley, Zachariah Hollingsworth Tannehill, 

and Jane Wilkins Tannehill. The file contains a 

document authorizing Wilkins Tannehill to act as 

administrator of the estate of Margaret Tannehill, 

signed by her other surviving children as follows: 

Z. H. Tannehill, S. V. D. Stout, Catherine Stout, 

and J W Tannehill. 

 

 

In another section of the diary, the following list of Eliza’s own family is provided. 

Mr. H.A. Gleaves and E.J. Tannehill married by Dr. Edgar of the Presbyterian Church on Thursday, Oct. 9, 1845. 

Mary Eliza Gleaves born August 6, 1846 

Emma Gleaves born July 31, 1848 

Fanny Hunt Gleaves born October 1, 1850 

Corinna Gleaves born May 22, 1853 

Anna Gleaves born June 14, 1855 

Albert Gleaves born 1 Jan. 1858 

 

VH\,,✓ ll..e... . ~~~-A••~ 

✓~ 
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Eliza Gleaves and 

Nashville’s Premier 

Bookstore 

Excerpted from “William T. 

Berry and His Fabulous 

Bookstore,” Tenn. Historical 

Quarterly (vol. 37, no. 1, Spring 

1978). 

Wilkins Tannehill had one 

son and five daughters. His 

daughter Mary Margaret 

married William T. Berry 

in 1833. The Bookstore 

was officially established . 

. . soon thereafter. . . .  [We 

assume] that it was located 

on the Public Square. It 

was located there as early 

as 1853, and there it 

remained with only minor 

changes in the street 

numbers assigned to it until 

after the War Between the 

States. . . . 

Without any doubt, 

Wilkins Tannehill had an 

interest both financial and 

otherwise in the firm. One 

daughter of Tannehill 

(Anne) married William B. 

Bayless, and another 

daughter (Eliza Jane) 

married Albert Gleaves. 

Both Bayless and Gleaves 

shortly after its opening 

became partners in the 

Bookstore, and for time the 

firm was known as Berry, 

Bayless and Gleaves. 

Wilkins Tannehill, Jr. was 

also in the store for a 

while. 

This page from the 1860 census of Nashville shows Albert and Eliza 

Gleaves and their family at the bottom. Above them are the families of 

her sisters, Mary Berry and Anne Bayless. All three husbands are shown 

as Book Merchants with very valuable real and personal estate. 

I -- -
ICl:I/Jn& L- Fr+e bhalriLu ill _j/ U JI" 
ot ~ -lid ., me, 1111 IA --L..L..._ dAy .t 
Pod om.. ,/~ 
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Congressional Investigation of the 1868 Election 

 Part 3: Testimony From Franklin County   
 

Tennessee politics during the Reconstruction Era were 

contentious in the extreme. Former Confederates had been 

barred from voting, and men who had been slaves a few years 

earlier were being encouraged to go to the polls and support 

the Republicans – the party of Lincoln. The white slave-

holders who had formerly held great control were mostly 

Democrats; they were shut out and frustrated. 

Tennessee’s 4th Congressional District was comprised of 

Bedford, Coffee, Franklin, Marshall and Lincoln counties. 

Competing for the Congressional seat were Lewis Tillman, 

Republican, and Capt. Charles Sheafe, Democrat. Tillman 

was a Shelbyville man in his mid-50s who had served as clerk 

of various courts in Bedford County. Sheaf, a 35-year-old 

lawyer, had come to the area as a Union soldier and stayed 

after the war. The election was held on Nov. 3, 1868. 

Despite all the control exerted by Brownlow and his cronies, voters overwhelmingly supported Sheaf, the Democratic 

nominee. Infuriated, Brownlow declared invalid the all the votes from Lincoln County, and from several precincts in 

Coffee and Marshall. The Governor claimed that ex-Confederates voted illegally and that the Ku-Klux had frightened 

Republicans from going to the polls. Although he had no real authority to do so, Brownlow threw out the votes from 

those districts, causing Sheafe to lose. A major controversy and Congressional investigation followed.1 

More than 100 men from the district, both Democrats and Republicans, were called upon to testify in the 

Congressional investigation.2 In the spring of 1869 an investigative team, led by Capt. Sheafe on one side and 

Tillman’s agent Matthew Martin on the other, conducted hearings in Tullahoma, Fayetteville, Lewisburg, Winchester, 

Pulaski, Murfreesboro and Nashville. Witnesses were called by each side, questioned and then cross-examined by 

the opposing side. Witnesses to the proceedings were C.W. Stewart, Mayor and E.R. Bearden, Recorder. The 

following abstracts are summaries of the information provided by each witness. 

For more details about the election controversy, see articles in the Fall 2019 issue of the Journal (vol. 33, no. 2). 

Depositions taken at Winchester, Tenn., May 11 - 14, 1869, at the office of William J. Slatter, Mayor. 

C.A. Sheafe )) 

vs.  )) In the House of Representatives of the United States 

Lewis Tillman )) 

The depositions of John F. Anderson, William Prince, H. Zerbe, Albert Ringle, William Gilliam, John Welder, D.S. 

Long, John Miller, James Sergeant, Nath. Frizzell, M. Crabtree, John Chelwood ad A.R. Daud, witnesses for the 

contestant in the above cause, taken . . . on the 11th, 12th, 13th, and 14th days of May, 1869, at the office of the 

 
1 “The Last Swindle.” Republican Banner [Nashville] 13 Feb. 1869, p.1. 
2 United States Congress, Sheafe v. Tillman, 41st Congress, 2nd Session, Misc. Document No. 53 (1869).  

_L__ ________________ _ 
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undersigned, mayor of the town of Winchester, in said town and county of Franklin . . . in the presence of the 

contestant and the contestee, and Matt Martin, agent and attorney of said contestee. 

John F. Anderson 

Age 61, resident of the 12th district in Franklin County. The attorney addressed him as “Colonel Anderson.” He was 

the election officer in his district. This was the first election he had held since the war. Afterward he went to Decherd 

and turned over the election returns to John Enochs, Clerk of the 

County Court . There were 20 votes for Tillman and 45 for Sheafe. 

Three of the election workers had been in the Federal army, the two 

clerks and one of the judges. There were very few colored voters in 

the precinct, but nearly all of them came to vote. In 1861 Anderson 

voted for secession; he believed it was wrong but a man would have 

had to leave home had he voted against it. He had never seen any Ku 

Klux men in disguise.  [John F. Anderson age 62 is listed with a large 

family in Franklin County’s 12th District in the 1870 census. He was 

a farmer with major holdings valued at $6,000 in personal property 

and $40,000 in real estate.] 

William Prince 

Age 63, resident of the 12th district in Franklin County, farmer. He served as a judge at the polling place in his district. 

Esq. Ake swore in the judges. [William Prince age 62 is listed with Isabella (age 57) in Franklin County’s 12th District 

in the 1870 census. He was a farmer with $4,200 in property.] 

H.I. Zerbe 

Age 32, resident of  the 2nd district in Franklin County, farmer. He was in Winchester on election day and voting was 

conducted in a proper manner. He asked State Representative Jacob W. Brown for about 50 certificates to hand out 

to white voters. Brown reluctantly gave him five or six. Brown filled in the names on the certificates and gave them 

to Zeerbe. Brown had about 150 more certificates on his desk, which he said were already filled out by colored voters. 

Zerbe moved from Stark County, Ohio to Tenn. in 1867. Zerbe has heard a good deal of talk about the Ku Klux but 

has never seen any. The election was conducted properly and quietly, but while Zerbe was gone from Decherd a man 

named Young was shot there. He did not know the man, but saw the body. He knows that another man, Raleigh 

Datson, was taken from the courthouse jail and hanged by men in disguise. He believes about 390 democrat votes 

were cast in Winchester and about only two republican votes on that day. [Hiram Zerbey age 34 is listed with 

Catherine and three children in Franklin County’s 2nd District in the 1870 census. All the family, except the youngest 

child, were born in Ohio. He was a farmer and reported $1,800 in property.] 

Albert Ringle 

Age 24, resident of district 1 near Winchester, farmer. He was a clerk at the polling place. Ringle was appointed by 

A. Tinsley and sworn in by Nathan Frizzell Jasper Henderson took in the votes. Ringle is of Northern birth, having 

come to Tennessee in November, 1867. He saw some voter certificates signed by D.E. Davenport, and others by 

William R. Tinsley. [A. Ringel [sic] age 26 is listed next to Hiram Zerbey in the 1870 census. Ringel is listed with 

apparent wife Emaline and 2-year-old daughter Emma. Ringel was born in Pennsylvania, Emaline in Ohio, and Emma 

in Tennessee. Ringel was a farmer and reported $2,250 in property.] 

William Gilliam 

Age 45, resident of 9th district, farmer. He was selected by John Wilder, the officer who held the election in his  

About John F. Anderson 
 

“Mr. Anderson has built a house of worship 
himself, to which he invites all Christian 
denominations. He also employs a minister, 
and he often says, ‘If the minister don’t 
preach to suit me, I’ll turn him off and hire 
another.’ . . . He has the name of being ‘the 
most liberal man in Tennessee.’ ” 

 

The History of Franklin County (Goodspeed: 1886). 
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precinct. Originally slated to be a judge, he ended up serving as a clerk. Esq. D.S. Long swore him in. 25 conservatives 

and three radicals voted. [Note: conservatives would refer to Democrats, radicals to Republicans.] About 15 to 20 

colored men reside in the precinct, but none voted there. Colored men who wanted to vote went to Decherd. He voted 

for secession but was not in the army during the war, “I was for myself, trying to make a living.” In the recent election, 

he voted for Seymour for President and Sheafe for Congress. [William Gillum [sic] age 47 is listed with Mary E. and 

four children in Franklin County’s 9th District (town of Hawkerville) in the 1870 census. He was a farmer and reported 

$740 in property. Listed near him are several other Gillum families and David S. Long, the justice of the peace he 

mentions in his testimony.] 

John Wilder 

Age 39, resident of 9th district, wagon-maker and farmer. He was appointed by William 

Tinsley to serve as officer in charge of the election in this district. Wilder sealed up the 

votes and gave them to R.J. Churchman, who was to deliver them to Tinsley. He saw a 

negro named Alfred Willis come to vote, but men blocked the door so Willis could not 

enter. Two other black men saw the trouble and turned away, walking to a blacksmith’s 

shop nearby. Wilder went over to the shop and talked to the men. They said they wanted 

vote but were afraid of trouble. Wilder advised them not to insist upon voting. The year 

before, in the1868 election, about twelve black men voted in that precinct. [John Wilder 

age 40 is listed with Malinda and five children in Franklin County’s 9th District (town 

of Hawkerville) in the 1870 census. He was a wagon maker and reported $1,475 in 

property.] 

David S. Long 

Age 55, resident of the 9th district, farmer and justice of the peace. On election day he swore in the poll workers, after 

which he remained at the polls most of the day. He saw nothing but a peaceful election. Long was a Confederate 

sympathizer during the war and voted Conservative (Democrat) in the last election. [David S. Long age 56 is listed 

with his family in Franklin County’s 9th District in the 1870 census. He was a farmer and reported $3,275 in property.] 

John Miller 

Age 58, resident of the 10th district, farmer. He served as a judge at the last election, and was sworn in by Esq. James 

Sargent. Only one vote was cast for General Grant, the others were for the conservatives (Democrats). “A good many” 

colored men came and voted. Miller saw five men in Ku-Klux disguise one night. Four came to his house and hitched 

their horses to the bannister but said nothing to him. He did not vote in the election for secession, but voted Democrat 

in the last election. [John Miller age 60 is listed with his family in Franklin County’s 10th District in the 1870 census. 

He was a farmer and reported $6,025 in property.] 

James Sargent 

Age 54, resides in the 10th district, farmer and justice of the peace. He was the receiving officer for the last election. 

Everything went smoothly, except for one drunk man who was allowed to vote. 71 votes were cast, all for the 

democratic ticket. 35 of the voters were colored men. Sargent took the returned votes to Winchester and gave them 

to Sheriff Willets. He has seen bands of disguised men several times; they came to his house once. He voted for 

secession. After the war he was given a certificate to vote by County Clerk Short, and voted for Governor in 1865. 

Last year he was given a certificate by Commissioner of Registration Chitwood, but it was was revoked by 

proclamation of the Governor. Chitwood was removed from office and D.E. Davenport was put in his place. Sargent 

applied to Davenport for a certificate several times but could not get one. Davenport claimed to have lost the poll list 

from the 1865 election and “said he thought I was entitled to a certificate, but I never got one. He promised me a 

John Wilder (1830-1906) 
as posted on Ancestry.com by 

susanowen624 
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certificate, but I never got it.” [James Sargent is listed with supposed wife Serena and a large family in Franklin 

County’s 2nd District (Decherd) in the 1870 census. He was a farmer and reported $1,455 in personal property and 

$4,000 in real estate. His age is listed as 31, which is in error. The 1860 census confirms this is the same man and his 

birthdate is ca. 1816.] 

Nathan Frizzell 

Age 36, resident of the 8th district nine miles north of Winchester, serves as coroner of Franklin County. At the recent 

election he wrote the oath our for the poll officers and they signed it in his presence. I.G. Henderson, deputy sheriff 

and Commissioner of Registration, swore them in. After the voting Frizzell wrote out the certificates and sent the 

election returns to William R. Tinsley.  

“Were you in Winchester during the election . . . in August, 1867, at the time when Brownlow was a candidate for 

Governor . . .”  Frizzell said he was in town that morning, and that a company of militia were stationed there at that 

time. The militia marched to the public square and on to the courthouse yard. They carried an ammunition box upstairs 

in the courthouse. They remained around the polls armed with guns and fixed bayonets. He knew three men who did 

not vote at that time because 

of the military presence. Prior 

to that the militia had 

established a “reign of terror” 

around the county, especially 

in the northwestern portion. 

“Several good citizens were 

driven from their homes” and 

had to hide out from the 

militia, others were interfered 

with and annoyed and in fear 

of the militia. There are 

currently pending in the 

circuit court indictments 

against some of these militia 

men for murder. 

Frizzell has served as deputy 

for the county court clerk at 

various times for the past 20 

years. After the war he was 

deputy to Mr. Short. He and 

Short compiled a book listing 

some 1,300 names of men 

who were certified to vote. 

When Davenport was 

appointed Commissioner of 

Registration he got 

possession of the book and it 

was never seen again. 

There was no disturbance at 

the polls on election day in 

Obituary of Nathan Frizzell (1808-1871) 
from the Winchester Home Journal 

Sept. 28, 1871 
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1868, but a young man was shot in town that morning and later died of his wound. “But this was not on account of 

politics.” The young man appeared to be under 21 years of age.  

As coroner, Frizzell held an inquest over the body of Raley [or Kelly?] Dodson who was found hanging from a tree 

in the courthouse yard one morning about Dec. 1, 1868. Dotson was jailed under three indictments for murder. 

Several masked men had gone into the jail, forced him outside, and hung him. He called together a Coroner’s jury 

which spent the day trying to determine who killed the man, but they only learned that several masked men came in 

the night and committed the murder. The men were seen by the jailor and other citizens, and all said they were 

strangers. The circuit court, under Judge Patterson, was in session at the time. A change of venue moving Dotson’s 

trial to Bedford County was being argued. Frizzell testified he had only seen masked men once, when he saw about 

eight of them one night in Winchester.  

During the war he voted for secession and entered the Confederate army. He said, I “have no remorse of conscience 

on account of my course; am now, I think, a law-abiding citizen, and in favor of enforcing the laws.” [Nathan S. 

Frizzell age 61 and his family are listed in District 1 (Decherd) in the Franklin County 1870 census. He was a 

farmer and reported $3,500 in property.]  

M.C. Crabtree 

Age 54, resident of the 16th district, farmer and justice of the peace. His name is given as 

McCrabtree. He conducted the election in his district. After the votes were in he certified them 

and sealed up all the paperwork. His son C.C. Crabtree delivered the packet to the sheriff or 

Mr. Tinsley. Only a dozen or so votes were placed, and Sheaf got one or two more than 

Tillman. His district is remote from Winchester, mostly in the mountains. There were no 

colored men living in the district. [Mack Crabtree age 55 is listed with Lucy, age 58, and two 

children in Franklin County’s 16th District in the 

1870 census. He was a farmer and reported $1,600 in 

property.] 

 

John Chitwood 

Age 53, resident of the 8th district, farmer. He was appointed commissioner of registration for a year in 1866-1867 

by Gov. Brownlow. A proclamation of the Governor later set aside his appointment, and he was succeeded by D.E. 

Davenport. While he was commissioner he had a list of voters, called a poll book, which was given to him by County 

Court Clerk Short. When he was relieved from office he turned the book over to Short’s successor. The book showed 

1,040 voters in the past two elections, with 837 for Brownlow in 1865. While Chitwood was commissioner he 

registered 1,078 voters. Of those, 50 or 60 obtained certificates on the ground of their “unconditional Unionism.” 

These registrations were made before colored men were allowed to vote. He did not register any colored voters and 

was opposed to giving colored men the vote. [John Chitwood age 54 is listed with Frances, age 49, and five children 

in Franklin County’s 8th District in the 1870 census. He was a Virginia-born farmer and reported $4,000 in property.] 

A.R. David 

Age 57, resident of district 3rd, manufacturer and farmer. Has lived in Franklin and Lincoln counties for over 30 years. 

He was a clerk at the polls in Salem at the last election. Things went quietly until about 11 o’clock when a man came 

who insisted on voting, and seemed very anxious to vote. He did not have a valid certificate, only one signed by 

Chitwood. “He talked very hard to Mr. Horton”  who as a compromise allowed him to vote on Chitwood’s certificate. 

David followed the man out, knowing the vote was not legal. He talked to man into coming back and withdrawing 

his ticket, which he did. After that it was quiet until a group of soldiers came after 2 o’clock. It was “a party of men 

McHarrison Crabtree (1812-1884) 
as posted on Ancestry.com by 

ThereseComeaux 
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and boys [who] came in town under the influence of liquor and excitement, and commenced crowding around the 

polls. Several of them got in the house, and one of them occupied the window; and the one in the window said the 

radicals had been running this machine and he would run it now.” Chitwood asked an old gentleman “who had some 

influence” to help him clear the room, and they moved the men out of the voting area and into the clerk’s office. 

Chitwood testified that had they not cleared the room, bloodshed would have resulted. Chitwood then went outside 

and tried to calm the crowd “thinking I had some influence.” When the polls closed he went back in and worked until 

the votes were counted and certified. He then left for home. [A.R. David age 58 is listed in District 3 of Franklin 

County (town of Salem) with wife Mary and a boy named Jenkin. He worked in cotton manufacturing but reported 

no property. David also testified before the Southern Claims Commission on behalf of his neighbor, Joseph Trigg, in 

1872. He testified that both he and Trigg were loyal Unionists.] 

The foregoing depositions were taken by and before me . . . mayor of the said town of Winchester . . . . I caused the 

same to be reduced to writing in my presence and in the presence of said parties, and the same were duly attested by 

the witnesses respectively. 

Given and certified under my hand, this 18th day of May, 1869. 

  William L. Slatter, Mayor of the town of Winchester 
 

To Be Continued 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

This Harper’s Weekly cartoon depicted the situation of some black men in Middle Tennessee all too accurately. 
(Courtesy Tenn. State Library and Archives) 

 
 

 
 

Creative Spelling 

 

Census Enumerator J.H. Gillespie had a tough time spelling the state where Jacob Zerbey was born  

Spellings like this give us a good idea of the dialect in common use in Middle Tennessee at the time. 

(Franklin County 1870 Census. 2nd Civil District) 

------------
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The Murder of Ova Davis, Putnam County, 1887 
by Mitzi Freeman 

       Part III 
 

INTRODUCTION 

The lives of two families were shattered when a heartbroken, angry 

young man took the life of a young girl and then attempted to take his 

own. On 18 June 1887, John W. Green put a pistol to Ova Davis’s head 

and fired as she plead, on her knees, for her life. He then fired three 

rounds into the back of his own head. Ova died shortly thereafter. 

Although gravely wounded, John lived another 46 years. After two 

trials and an Appeal at the Tennessee Supreme Court, John W. Green 

spent the rest of his life in the East Tennessee Asylum for the Insane. 

This research is primarily based on the testimonies in the Tennessee 

Supreme Court Case State vs John W. Green.i 
 

The first installment of this story appeared in the Fall 2019 
issue of the MTGS Journal, pp. 75-81 

 

THE SECOND TRIAL 

The first attempt of the second trial was held 12 September 1888 with the same judge and trial lawyers. On 20 

September, one of John’s brothers (it was never explicitly stated which one) presented the court with an affidavit that 

John was not fit to stand trial.ii The court then continued the case until the next term. 

On 21 January 1889, the second attempt at trial began. Newspapers reported that over 200 men had been examined 

to serve on the jury. Owing to the notoriety of the murder and the strong opinions formed by the potential jury pool, 

only two men were seated on the jury before the jurors were dismissed and the case continued to the next term of 

court. The two jurors chosen were W. B. Gillem and C. J. Martin. 

Finally, on 13 May 1889, the case State vs John W. Green came to be heard. Fortunately, this time, the court was 

successful in seating a jury of twelve men: Joseph Stephens, J. N. Emory, Daniel Graham, Grant Graham, John 

Palmer, Zach Coleman, J. M. Welch, S. P. Evans, Charles Roberson, W. R. Neal, W. C. Heady and James McCloud. 

Deputy Sheriff Joseph C. Kerr oversaw the jury. 

The prosecution called the following witnesses. 

• William G. Davis testified that he was Ova’s father. He detailed the events on the day of the murder. 

• Joel C. Gabbert testified that he was the Jailor for Putnam County when John was brought to the jail. He 
described several conversations with John including John’s version of events on the day of the murder and 
his description of the love pact between himself and Ova. He also described the surgery the doctors 
performed on John. 

• John C. York described finding the couple on the porch and finding the suicide letter near the bodies. 

• William G. Davis was recalled to the stand. He testified that Mr. Martin had given him a pistol with blood 
on it, and he gave it to Sheriff Bradford. 

-------------
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• George M. Moore testified that he was currently the County Sheriff. Charles Bradford was his predecessor. 
Bradford delivered the murder weapon to him. The weapon was brought before him, and he testified that 
he believed it to be in the same condition as when he received it. 

• Albert Austin testified that he was William G. Davis’s son-in-law. He detailed the conversation that he had 
with John at the church a week before the murder. He also testified to finding the couple on the porch. 

• Jim Parks testified that he was Ova’s fiancée and described talking to John outside the jail. 

• James M. Stover testified that he was married to John’s sister. He described John’s visit to his house the 
morning of the murder. 

• James Cameron detailed the conversations at the spring while John’s family was ministering to his wounds. 

• George Parks testified that he was one of the guards that stayed at John’s house just after the shooting. He 
described John’s account of how he stalked Ova during the week prior to the shooting and how he shot her 
on the porch. 

• Mat Martin testified that he and John were cousins. He described John’s visit to his home the night before 
and the morning of the murder. He relayed how John often complained with his head and hearing water 
sloshing around inside. He stated that John also seemed depressed on many occasions. 

• Jim Goff testified that he had known John for a long time. In the winter or spring before the murder, he and 
John were on a raft together near Nashville. He testified about the letter John wrote to Mrs. Davis. 

• Sallie Davis testified that she was 16 years old and was home the morning that her sister was killed. She 
described the events of the morning of the murder. She also stated that Jim Parks and Tom Cameron visited 
Ova quite often. 

• Dr. Samuel B. Fowler testified that he examined John at the jail and removed a ball from his head. He 
testified as an expert witness on the objective and subjective symptoms he observed in John’s behavior. Dr. 
Fowler stated that he did not believe that John was insane. 

• Reverend William Dinges testified that he prayed and sang with John while he was incarcerated. 

• George Cole testified that he had known John since the day he was born. He hauled John and some other 
boys to Dickson County in his wagon. George stated that he stayed two months while John stayed five 
months. Both men were working on the river. 

• James A. P. Fancher testified that he had known John since he was a little boy. He had often hired the Green 
brothers to work on his mill since all of them had experience with dynamite. He relayed an incident about 
John mismanaging money that Fancher had given him. He also stated the he had seen John on the Friday 
before the murder but never noticed anything unusual about his demeanor. 

• Ned Bozier testified that he was acquainted with John. He testified to the conversation he had with John 
about him purchasing his pistol in Dickson County. 

• Doc Bozarth testified that he had known John for about 20 years and worked with him on the river. He 
testified that about two weeks before the murder, John approached Mr. Davis about working on the river 
again. Both men were hoping to be hired. 

• John H. Medleyiii testified that he and John were second cousins and that he had known him since he was a 
little boy. He testified that before the Green boys approached Mr. Davis for work, they stayed several days 
at Medley’s house. He testified that he thought John was of sound mind.  

• Ammond Martin testified that he and John’s father were half-brothers and that he had known John all his 
life. He saw him the night before when John came by and invited him to go to a “Bee robbing.” When Martin 
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inquired where it was being held, he replied “Down at Uncle K 
Elrods.”iv Martin testified that he believed that John was in good 
health at this time. 

• Dr. James F. Dyer testified that he served as physician for the 
county jail. He described the location of the balls in John’s head 
and the surgery performed to remove the balls. He also relayed the 
conversations that he had with John when he described how he 
killed Ova. 

• Dr. Mat Durham testified that he was the doctor that tended to 
John when he was sick with typho-malarial fever in 1881-1882. 

• John Braswell testified that he was the assistant jailor in Cookeville. 
He described the conversations John had with his lawyers and the 
doctors about removing the balls from his head. He believed that 
John was of sound mind and knew right from wrong. 

• Robert B. Capshaw testified that he was at the jail when it caught fire. He noticed that John came down the 
steps rapidly but did not run. 

• Dow Terry testified he was at the jail when it caught fire. He saw John coming down the steps of his own 
accord. 

• George H. Morgan testified that John’s brothers employed him to assist in his defense. When Captain Smith 
introduced him to John, Morgan asked him a series of questions to ascertain his mental capacity. To the 
question as to who killed Ova, John responded “a nigger killed her.” To the question as to John’s 
understanding of why he was on trial, John responded that “a nigger tried to kill me and I shot him.” For all 
other questions asked, John gave no intelligent answers. Morgan concluded that John did not understand 
the gravity of his circumstances.v 

At this point the prosecution rested. The defense began its rebuttal by calling the following witnesses. 

• Alonzo L. “Lon” Green testified that he was John’s younger brother and that he was 28 years old. He 
described the events that took place at breakfast the morning of the shooting. He described finding John 
face down in the Davis yard and the subsequent conversations at the spring. He was present at Elizabeth’s 
house when John discussed the shooting in front of George Parks. Lon did not believe that John knew right 
from wrong. He and his family feared that one day John might kill himself. 

• Elias Green testified that he was John’s older brother and that he lived with the Davises at the time of the 
shooting. He testified about the fever that he and John suffered years earlier. He talked about John’s 
complaints with his head and how he heard water sloshing around all the time. He heard his mother cry on 
multiple occasions that "he's crazy or going crazy."vi 

• Elizabeth Vinson testified that she was John’s mother. She described the events that transpired at the Davis 
house after her arrival. She believed that John was insane and did not know right from wrong on that 
morning. She also testified that Jesse Barr came by that morning to notify John that he needed to work on 
the road. 

• Harrison A. Green testified that he was a brother to John. He remembered John’s behavior during his illness 
with the fever and his strange behavior after his illness subsided. He cited several incidents of odd behavior.  

o John had informed Catherine Myatt (who was now Catherine Lee) that they were married. He 
demanded to know why she had left him. 

Presenting evidence to the jury 
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o One afternoon, John was plowing a field. Without reason, John suddenly veered off path and 
randomly started plowing another field. 

o Harrison had gone with John to Dickson County to find work. Often, John would just wander off by 
himself. He caught him several times feverishly pouring water over his head. John told him that if 
he did not get any relief that it would kill him. 

o Harrison also testified that the last time he had seen Ova, she had invited Harrison to attend church 
with her that Sunday (the Sunday after she was killed). 

• Newton Dunn testified that he and Thomas Cole were working at Cole’s Crock Kiln when John came by 
about a week before the shooting. When he came in, he carried a gun which he set on the counter. He then 
climbed up on a ladder and hung his head for 15 to 20 minutes without saying a word. When Newton asked 
him if he had any tobacco, John replied that he did not. Then he claimed that he had been out hunting cows 
all day. He came down the ladder and retrieved his gun. He paused a few minutes, returned the gun to its 
place, and re-climbed the ladder. He hung his head for another 15 to 20 minutes before coming down the 
ladder, grabbing his gun and leaving. 

• Thomas Cole testified that he owned Cole’s Crock Kiln. He confirmed Dunn’s testimony. 

• John Morgan Elrod testified that he and John were cousins. He spoke about John’s complaints with his head 
and with his ill health. On cross examination, he stated that he and William G. Davis were not on speaking 
terms. Davis had brought criminal charges against Elrod in court for setting fire to Davis’s woods. Elrod 
bitterly complained that he was not the guilty party. 

• Chance C. Farley testified that he was a Deputy Sheriff in Putnam County. He had known John since he was 
a little boy. He refuted George Parks’ testimony claiming that John only spoke nonsense. He confirmed the 
accounts where John complained of water sloshing around in his head. In the aftermath of the shooting, 
Farley stated that he and Davis were not on good terms; but he never expressed the reason for these 
feelings. 

• Mary Elrod testified that she was John’s aunt and had known him for 20 years. She confirmed his bout with 
the fever. She also confirmed his strange behavior. 

• K. Elrod testified that he was John’s uncle and that he had known John all his life. He confirmed the story 
about John plowing the wrong field and hearing water sloshing in his head. 

• William Myatt, Catherine Lee, Rachel Lafever, Pleas Farley, and Jesse Farley testified that they knew John 
and testified that they had witnessed his odd behavior. 

• Jesse Barr testified that he was the Overseer of the road. When he came by to tell John that he had to work 
on the road, John explained that his head was in “such a fix” that he was unable to do his part of the work. 

• J. C. Brown testified that he worked with John while they were in Dickson County. On one occasion, he saw 
John aim his unloaded pistol at his head and fire. Other times, he would just randomly shoot at trees. 

• Dr. Samuel B. Fowler was recalled to the stand. Defense objections were overruled. He testified about the 
operation to remove the balls from John’s head. He testified to John’s symptoms. He concluded that his 
objective symptoms suggested he was insane while his subjective symptoms suggested he was sane. 

• Walton Smith testified that he was one of John’s attorneys and that he was present at the jail when the 
doctors operated on him.  

• Judge John A. Fite testified that he was the Judge at John’s first trial. He talked about Dr. Fowler’s testimony. 
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• Alvin W. Boyd and Jabez Watson testified that they 
were part of John’s defense team. When they had 
John examined by Dr. Fowler in his office, Fowler 
stated that John was bordering on idiocy. 

• Wade Harpole testified that he and the Sheriff were 
cousins and that he was staying at the jail when it 
caught fire. He testified to the events of the fire.vii 

On 25 May 1889, the defense rested. Judge Fite gave the jury 

a lengthy set of instructions, including describing the 

differences between first- and second-degree murder and 

voluntary and involuntary manslaughter. He talked about how 

the defense introduced the claim of insanity. He then 

instructed the jury that they must consider John’s mental 

condition at the time that he committed the murder. They could 

not judge on what they saw before them now. With that, the jury retired to the jury room. 

Later that day, both sides were notified that a verdict was reached. John was escorted to court in the custody of Sheriff 

Kerr. The jury rendered a verdict of guilty of murder in the first degree. The Judge announced 

“The Jury having found you guilty of the murder of Ova Davis in the First Degree. It is therefore the Judgment 
of this court that you for such your offense be hanged by the neck until you are dead in the County of 
Putnam, and that the Sheriff of Putnam County on Friday the 19 July 1889 in the Jail of Putnam County or 
an enclosure in the jail yard within the hours prescribed by law execute this sentence & that you pay the 
costs of this prosecution.”viii 

As the verdict was read, John did not change expression or exhibit any outward signs that he understood what was 

happening, but rather he stared vacantly at the floor. 

The defense requested an appeal before the next term of the Tennessee Supreme Court. To support their request, they 

presented affidavits from George H. Morgan, Jabez Watson and the Green family. 

The Green family’s affidavits conveyed their belief that John did not understand what was happening to him at the 

trial. They believed him to be a confirmed lunatic, and they begged for mercy from the court. 

The affidavits from the attorneys Morgan and Watson detailed a little test that they performed on John while awaiting 

the jury’s verdict. 

THE TEST 

While waiting for the jury to return its verdict, John’s lawyers conspired with the Sheriff to leave John alone in a 

private room. When the lawyers entered the room, they pointed out to him that he had already been convicted of 

murder. Since they were his lawyers, nothing that he might say could ever be used against him. The lawyers explained 

that they had tried every means possible to get him acquitted. However, he was going to hang. One of them opened 

the back door and pointed to a nearby plum thicket in the woods. He claimed that the best thing that John could do 

for himself was to run away and hide. He continued telling John that they were not his keepers and that there was 

little they could do if he chose to escape. 

John just sat at the table and continued to stare vacantly at the floor. He gave no indication that he either heard or 

understood what they were saying. 

Again, they implored him to make his getaway; saying that if he did not, he would hang. 

John just sat there and muttered incoherently to himself. 

"Twelve men good and true” 

A jury about 1890 
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One of the lawyers told him that he would rather see him get away than to hang in the middle of town like the Brassells 

had several years earlier. He would surely hang — if he did not get away. 

John gazed out the door with clear indifference. When he did choose to speak, he moaned “Take me home to my bed 

where I can sleep” and “I want to go home.”ix 

Another lawyer told him that it had been proven in court that John would rather die at his own hand than to be hung 

by officials. The Sheriff, who was in on the ruse, entered the room and announced that it would be better if they just 

cut his throat right then and there. 

Still, John calmly sat muttering about going home while simply gazing out the door. 

The lawyers and the Sheriff then discussed among themselves in detail how they would go about slitting John’s 

throat. Then they put on a great display of performing the act. 

Still, he failed to respond. 

The Sheriff produced a knife and pretended to draw it across John’s neck. When that failed to elicit any response, he 

pantomimed plunging the knife in John’s throat. 

All these displays of violence failed to create a change in his demeanor. He continued to mumble “I want to go home. 

Take me home so I can go to sleep. I want to lay down in my bed. Let me go to sleep!”x 

In one final attempt to evoke an emotional response, one of his lawyers handed him a pocketknife. He took it and 

played with it as if it were a toy. As he played with the knife, he manifested a silly childish grin — much like a child 

regarding a pretty new plaything. 

When his lawyers were satisfied John was not faking, they left him in care of the Sheriff. Each drafted an affidavit 

detailing their attempts to get John to escape or to kill himself. George H. Morgan concluded by saying “that he was 

satisfied that from all these circumstances that the defendant is so demented that he knows nothing about what is 

transpiring around him.”xi Jabez Watson supported Morgan’s statement with his interpretation of these events. 

The Defense made a motion for an appeal in the next term of the Supreme. The appeal was granted, and the case 

State vs John W. Green would be heard in the Tennessee Supreme Court. 

 

To Be Continued 

 

NOTES 

i State vs John W. Green. 1887. MS Tennessee Supreme Court Cases. Tennessee State Library & Archives, Nashville, 
hereinafter referred to as State vs Green. 
ii "COOKEVILLE - The Political Cauldron - Murder Case Continued - A Serious Accident," Daily American (Nashville, Tennessee), 
23 September 1888, p. 9, col. 7, digital images, Newspapers.com (https://www.newspapers.com/image/118879926/ : accessed 
12 May 2016). 
iii Although court transcripts clearly identify the witness as "John H. Medley," it is believed that the witness is John H. Medlin. 
Most of the Medleys lived in the north-western part of the county. The Medlins lived in the area where the shooting 
occurred. 
iv “Ammon Martin Testimony,” State vs Green. 
v “John H. Morgan Testimony,” State vs Green. 
vi “Elias Green Testimony,” State vs Green. 
vii “Wade Harpole Testimony,” State vs Green. 
viii “Judge John A. Fite’s Instruction to the Jury,” State vs Green. 
ix "George H. Morgan Affidavit," State vs Green. 
x Ibid. 
xi Ibid. 
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To The Honorable… 
Petitions to the State Legislature 

 

Dickson County residents in 1837 
ask help for veteran Zachariah Sullivan 

 

Based on Petition Number 120,  
Legislative Records of 1837 

Record Group 60, Tennessee State Library & Archives 
 

 

To the next honourable general 

assembly to be held for the State of 

Tennessee 1837. We your undersigned 

petitioners of the County of Dickson 

and State aforesaid being acquainted 

with Zechariah Sulavan [sic, Sullivan] of Williamson County who is at his time in a low state of health occasioned 

by the great fatigues that the said Zechariah received by serving three Indian Campaigns {to wit} two under 

General Jackson and one under General Armstrong all served as volunteer by the great fatigue in the wet weather 

said Z. Sulavin received on the 18th in the Flouredys and the said Sulavan having a [large family] and has a breast 

complaint that renders him [unreadable] to labour we pray for your honors to allow him some compensation for 

his support. September 10th day 1837. 

I do hereby certify that Zacheriah Sullivant did serve the florida Campaign in my Company that went from Dickson 

County and that he was a good soldier. Sept. 16th 1837.  William Tatum 

 

J. Pendergrass 

Thomas Shepperd 

James Tidwill 

John B. Car 

Benjamin McKan[?] 

John Brown 

James Lampley 

Alford Brown 

N.W. Tidwill 

Josiah Tidwill 

Marvill Ledwell 

John Sandorson 

Martin Carter [Garter?] 

--lias Tidwill 

Wm. Parker 

Aqucalor Tidwill 

 

Edmund Tidwill 

David Caslomon[?] 

Solomon Martin 

Benjamin Tidwill 

John Underhill 

Benjamun Walker[?] 

E.F. Pendergrass 

J.R. Pendergrass 

George Galleon 

Nathan Gilbert[?] 

W.T. Reynolds 

James Thedford 

John Scott 

J.A. Battle 

Wm. Hightower 

[two illegible names] 

 

Mark Harrill 

Thom[?] McMany 

E.T. Gray 

Samuel[?] Bugg 

Jas. W. Llod 

W.S. Dunnangan 

T. J. Miller 

Charles Dunnagan[?] 

Stanford Dunnagan 

Andrew[?] Dunnagan 

Jonathan Petey[?] 

Benjamin Wise[?] 

G.H. Swisher 

Thomas Overton 

Allen Nesbitt 

James Jobe 

William Lain[?] 

----------------
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Peter Eppes 

Thos. Gentry 

BEnj. Pritchard 

Smith Garret 

Thomas C. Jeek[?] 

Lewis Magu 

West. W. [illegible] 

John G. Bowin 

John Wheeluk[?] 

Joseph Hendrix[?] 

 

David King 

William Yiners[?] 

William Sellars 

James[?] Sanders[?] 

James C. Green 

John A. Pewitt 

Abner Jones 

Wm. G. Jones 

Lewis Pewitt 

Joseph Pewitt 

John Watkins 

Adam Pewit 

Frederick Wright 

John Busard 

John Hendrix 

Bennett Aden 

Daniel Jones 

William [--]rley 

Isaac Ivy 

A.Buckelew 

Jas. Judge 

Henry Pewit 

James Smith 

Wm. P. Anderson 

 

Notes from the document’s jacket: 

A petition from sundry citizens of Dickson County for relief of Zachariah Sullivan, a solder in the Indian 

campaigns. 

Dickson Co. 

R. McNeilly 

14 Oct. 1837 referred to the Com. On Propositions and Grievances. H.M.N., clk. 

Acted on by Committee 

Who Was Zachariah Sullivan? 

This petition brings to mind so many questions that it is hard to know where to start. Firstly, why were Dickson 

County men petitioning on behalf of a man who lived in Williamson County? In addition to the text of the petition 

itself, we also know this to be true because “R. McNeilly” is written on the jacket and Robert McNeilly (1807-

1885) served in the Tennessee House of Representatives from Dickson County from 1837 to 1839. He was a lawyer 

living in Charlotte (Tenn.). 

We do not know what action the Committee on Propositions and Grievances took on this petition, but we can state 

with certainty that no legislative act resulted from it. For the state to reward one soldier of the Indian Wars would 

have opened the floodgates to hundreds, perhaps thousands, of petitions on behalf of other Tennessee veterans 

similarly situation. States relied on the federal government to provide military pensions, though in its usual fashion 

Congress waited until long after most of the Indian War soldiers were dead before providing funds – in 1892! 

Military records show that “Zacharias” Sullivan was a Corporal in Capt. Tatum’s company of Trousdale’s 2nd 

Tennessee Mounted Infantry in the Second Seminole War, about 1836.1 There was little honor gained from this 

military action of Andrew Jackson’s administration, in which Seminole towns were burned and families killed or 

starved out by American soldiers. The object of the war was to clear Florida of Native Americans so that white 

settlers could take the land. 

A Zachariah Sullivan also fought in the War of 1812, and may be the same man. His company was headed by Capt. 

James Hamilton and Col. (later Governor) William Hall.2 

 
1 Virgil White, Index to Volunteer Soldiers in Indian Wars and Disturbances, 1815-1858 (Waynesboro, TN: National Historical 
Publishing Co., 1994), p.1364. Some muster rolls from Tatum’s company can be found in Record Group 158 at the Tenn. State 
Library & Archives (Military Records 1812-1836). 
2 Byron and Samuel Sistler, Tennesseans in the War of 1812 (Nashville: Sistler & Assoc., 1992), p.1502. 
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Census and other records provide a number of clues about Zachariah Sullivan, but whether these records all pertain 

to one man is uncertain. There could have been two, or possibly three, Zachariah Sullivans in Tennessee during the 

early 19th century. 

In 1818 Zachariah Sullivan claimed one acre of land on Turnbull Creek in Davidson County. The record does not 

indicate that he owned any adjoining land, which is peculiar. The adjoining owners were named W. Lytle and Mr. 

Piles[?]. Most land grants were for much larger tracts. No other entries for Sullivan are recorded. Why did he claim 

only one acre when his neighbors were all claiming hundreds? It’s one mystery among many in this story. 

The same man, presumably, appears in the 1820 census in Nashville. That record indicates Sullivan was aged 26-

45, but there were two men of that age in the household. There were also four children under 10, and a female 26-

45. Three slaves are enumerated with the household.3 

A biographical sketch published in 1885 tells us that the subject, H. Sullivan (his full name is never given), was 

born in Dickson County in 1828, the son of Zachariah and Emily (Goss) Sullivan. H. Sullivan was the fifth of seven 

children, and one of five boys. Zachariah is said to be a native of Kentucky, and his father’s name was Joseph 

Sullivan. Emily Goss Sullivan died about 1851. The grandfather (Joseph) was said to have served in the Florida and 

Mexican wars.4 Whether all the facts in such an account are reliable is always questionable, but it seems likely that 

Zachariah Sullivan did marry Emily Goss and had a son (H.) in 1828. 

The 1830 census confirms the biographical sketch in several particulars. Zachariah Sullivan is listed in Dickson 

County and does have three boys and two girls under age 15 in his household. Zachariah appears to be aged 40-50, 

and his presumed wife is 30-40. One male and two females aged 15-20 were also living with the Sullivans; these 

may be family members or hired help. No slaves were reported.5 

By 1836 Zachariah had evidently moved to Williamson County, as he paid taxes there that year. He owned 40 acres 

in the 1st civil district and paid one white poll. Listed next was Thomas Sullivan who had no land but paid one poll.6 

Just one year later, in 1837, Zachariah is listed in a Bedford County tax list. At that time he owned 50 acres in the 

22nd civil district, and paid only the single poll tax.7 

The 1840 census shows that Zachariah had moved yet again, to Franklin County, where he is found with three 

children under five. The two adults in the household, male and female, were aged 30-39.8 But wait! If Zachariah 

was over 40 in 1830, how could he be under 40 ten years later? Something is amiss. 

Looking further afield, the Ancestry.com index to the 1840 census shows “Luchariahh Sulvan” in Graves County, 

Kentucky. This man is aged 50-59, with his presumed wife 40-49, a much better match for the man from 

Tennessee. Also in the household were five younger men and two teenaged women. The family owned no slaves.9 

Thus we believe Zachariah left middle Tennessee and traveled northwest to the area near Mayfield, Kentucky. The 

younger Zachariah in Franklin County may be his son or nephew. 

By 1850 men named Zachariah Sullivan had multiplied  -- ten or more are found in the southern states and one in 

New Jersey. Something must have happened to our Zachariah in Kentucky to break up his household. Likely it was 

the death of his wife, Emily Goss. We find a Zach Sullivan, age 70, living with young Thomas Shepherd and his 

 
3 1820 U.S. census, Davidson Co., Tenn., Nashville, p. 48, digital image, HeritageQuest.com. 
4 J.H. Battle, et al., History of Kentucky (Battey Publishing Co., 1885). 
5 1830 U.S. census, Dickson Co., Tenn., p. 314, digital image, HeritageQuest.com. 
6 Tennessee Early Tax List Records, Williamson Co., 1836, district 1, p. 380, digital image, Ancestry.com 
7 Tennessee Early Tax List Records, Bedford Co., 1837, district 22, p. 310, digital image, Ancestry.com 
8 1840 U.S. census, Franklin Co., Tenn., p.74, digital image, Heritage Quest.com 
9 1840 U.S. census, Graves Co., Kentucky, p.128, digital image, Heritage Quest.com 
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family in Ballard County, Kentucky. Also with the Shepherds are William Sullivan age 15 and Susan Sullivan age 

50. Next door is the Adam Clingman family with Henry (age 24) and George (age 18) Sullivan.10  How all these 

Sullivans, Shepherds and Clingmans may be related is a task some researcher in the family needs to tackle. 

Descendants of this Sullivan family have posted very limited data on Ancestry.com. Despite the quantity of census 

and other data readily available about Zachariah, none of those who posted provided documentation to prove the 

family connections. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zack Sullivan, age 70, shown here in the 1850 of Ballard County, Kentucky 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Mustering the Troops for the Seminole War in 1836 (Nashville Republican, 9 July 1836) 

 
10 1850 U.S. census, Ballard Co., Kentucky, p.295A (stamped), families 622 and 623, digital image on HeritageQuest.com. 

'bx,u. Sm, 

Cam)', nttn' Fayrlteville, 
July 3rd, 1836. 

I ,11011td ll:n•c written to yon ere lhi1, bul noU1in0 

':If sul'ficicot interosl occctrrcd out ii th~ elect ion in, 
untl the orgon~tion of, the 1mny took pl:ice. Th e 
were elfecled ye1terday, and r ,je~c tlu: firirt oppor­
tunity to communicate the result to you ond our · -
\rons ;md friond:t. 

\Ve urh·ed here on Weclnudny, and from tli l 

I irne until the morning of tho ht of Joly, ( Frid y ,) 
companies of volunteer• for thu outhern service 
were constaully pouring in. ,·er have I 5ee:u a 
more noUe looking set of fellow,- The forger pro­
portion of them were in lhe bloom of yo1uh, or in 
lhe vigor of manhood, 40J all ,cemed prwfog on 
wilh eogernetJ lowa.rru ~he 6elJ of action. Th y 
were better mounted und huller e'loirped 1h11n 1 
thought i_t po aible h> mou.nl anJ equip lhe n& 
number of man io e> short n time; and arnon: tliem 
were found member, of tho rtJO.t.t IOJ pectoble fami -
Ii In We,tern Tcnnu-ee. 

• 1'110•0 comp:mie.1 which huJ not been mo ter 
inll> thu rvico ul N11sh1ille1 au,ountini; to t n, , T I 
t11l<cn through t11t1t cere111uny on rid 11y lht: l t, by 

upt11in KingBh,y, wlio looks und ncta the olJ 1-
dier ary htmJsomoly. '1'hu , hule uumb11r of com- 1 

11unio1 rocuived aod mo;stcri!d ill nu1ou.n~ d to lwenty :l 
making o furca of 11umotJ1iu3 111ore than lifleon han­
clrcul snon. J\Jor thnn thirty oth ~ comJl ni , 
nmoonting to upwnrJs ot two thoa!I nd rn 11 1 bu.d 
b~on ruporlu,l to the Gov rnor, bot he con idered 
thut, under tho ordur of t.h •er tJJ.ry of \V r, he 
woul1I not receive more thnn h diJ from \Ve l T n-
ntA~co. 'ucli II thing i~ of unu u I occurrence. l 
tboro onotl1or 11 te in tl10 union in hich ltoo 
tho111and volunt er, 111ore tl1:m w 1 rcq ir •d, 
could ha ,·o] olr1tred ill ir • vice, al tho c II r th 
:;ovorn1n nt, peciully whou th :1Hn or tho ye:ir 
110J tl10 cou11try for which 1h 11rmy u d tined, nr 
t \ en halo 1:onsldurntio,1. l1011or to Ten~ ca- h 
ie becoming wh t eri:in1 once w ,, tho lirighl at 

.i11r in our constcll, 1io11 ! 
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Middle Tennessee Businesses, 1868 

 From King’s Nashville City Directory (part 4) 

King’s Nashville City Directory, published in 1868, has a misleading title. It is not a directory of 

people who lived in Nashville, and it is not focused solely on Nashville. The subtitle makes its 

purpose clearer: King’s Nashville City Directory, embracing . . . a business directory of Nashville, and 

all the principal towns and stations, in Tennessee, on the different railroads centering at Nashville . . . .  

The volume is arranged in four sections, one for each of the railroad lines heading out of 

Nashville. Each stop along the railroad is described in order, as the traveling passenger would 

arrive at them. Some are merely depots with no businesses listed, while others are thriving 

towns offering a wide variety of trades and professions. These lists of businesses and their 

proprietors offer a glimpse into what “going to town” meant for our ancestors who lived in the 

Middle Tennessee countryside.  

 

Towns on the Nashville and Northwestern Railroad (cont.) 

 

NORMANDY 

Flour Mill and Saw Mill General Store     Wool Carding Factory 

Gosling, William  Culley & Co.  Gosling, William 

 

 

TULLAHOMA1 

Attorneys 

Bishop, F.G. 

Byrom, W.F. 

Hunt, E.F. 
 

Boots & Shoes 

Crain & Watts 

Crain & Witherby 

Lester & Elkins 

McLemore, S.J. 

Mead & Comfort 

Waite, W. & Co. 
 

Carpenters and Builders 

Blanton, T.S.   

Cromie, M.S. 

Davidson & Sons Gunnaway, T.P. 

Williams, James Woodruff, G.G. 
 

Carriage Manufactory 

Hill, J.S. 

 
1 The Tullahoma advertisements are taken from the 2 Nov. 1867 issue of the (Tullahoma) Appalachian, Tenn. State Library & 
Archives.. 

-------------

Dellth ot ll·m. liloaUnt. Esi1. 
We r<iLrret lo l)q"t'. to t:l!renh:lc t.iio <lentil 

o\' llr. William Goslin~, which occurred nt 
Ins home, in Shclbyvillc,yestcrdnyu1ornlog, 
uflcr n Jong 1tnd '"ervdistrcsslng illness. For 
n long number of j·cnrs Mr. Gosling has 
!Jccn one of the most prominent mea of 
l;ltcl1Jy,·illc, nud wus well kuot\·n In lmsl-
111':!:I circlt.':i ol' tlJls city 11s nimft; rcli111'lcuml 
enterprising 1Jnsiltl'SS lULn: lf.o mls n!!. eit. 
tcnsh·c UIIID\ltilcturcr for. II loo"g time, being 
the ))rOI)t'\cloroftho well-knowncouun mnn. 
u factory kanwu ns • U~e Syfo\ii. Mills; IWU 
wn.-1 sUUSl'fJUCntly euloi' mcni.ber <if the flnn 
of Qc, line', 0:1!tlr,cll ,\; Co. 

h!.s loss is u blow to tho whole conununf. 
ty iu which he Jives, llis lire l1nvlng been 
largely dc\'nlctl to publl~ M\d lihr.~1 el1le1;. 
prisCll. Purt1ct1.l~~l; w11S hen plllnr to put,. 
Ii;; school , being 11t.thc time or his dcnll1 
one of the tlirl!clors or the schools, natl 1111v. 
in~, heforc the establishment or thu public 
. cnuol systcru in !hut county, etlucutcd nu. 
u11ully 11 number of poor children .who c 
11:1rc11ts \\'\:re demi or uunblc lo cllucutc 
them. His huri:11 will occur in Shclhyvillc 
this moruh1~, t11c )lusonlc frntcrulty, or 
which . Ito wus n r,roi,,lncot mcml1cr, of. 
ficl:1liug. .. ... 

Tullaho~ Hotel . 
O. H. NORT N, PJ.oPa.cnoa. 
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TULLAHOMA (cont.) 

Druggists 

Crain & Witherby 

Williams, J.S. 

Witherby, Joel 
 

Dry Goods 

Campbell & Genther 

Crane & Witherby 

Lester & Elkins 

McLemore, S.J. 

Waite, W. & Co. 
 

Express Office 

Southern Express, Geo. Stillman, Agent 
 

Groceries 

Campbell & Genthner 

Crane & Witherby 

Lester & Elkins 

Shoffner & Co. 

Waite, W. & Co. 
 

Hardware 

Crane & Witherby 

Lester & Elkins 
 

Hotel 

Crabtree House 
 

Livery Stable 

McLemore, S.J. 
 

Magistrates 

Byram, W.F. 

Payne, J.S. 
 

Merchant Tailor 

Lichtlinchter, J. 
 

Physicians 

Allent, W.T. 

Hart, Seth 

Holt, A.M. 
 

Post Office 

Davidson, G.W., Postmaster 
 

Produce Dealer 

Thomas, J.F., nr depot 
 

Railroad Agent 

Stillman, George 

 

 

 

L 

I• \I Cit.~ I, 

Dry Goods 

11 

Hardware and 011tlery, 

· 1 in-wa.r 
' 

GROOlllUES & DRUGS, 

E. 
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Saddles and Harness 

Crane & Thurston 
 

Saloons 

Cribben, E.K. 

Mitchell, James 
 

Supt. Public Schools 

Thomas, J.F., nr depot 
 

U.S. Assessor 

Thomas, J.F., nr depot 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DECHERD 

Dry Goods 

Austell & Bennett 

Brannan & Williams 

Howlett, Charles 
 

Groceries 

Austell & Bennett 

Brannan & Williams 

Howlett, Charles 

Oakley & Bro. 
 

Produce Dealers 

Gill, G.B. & Bro. 
 

Saloons 

Embry & Caldwell 

Lenchan, Joseph 

 
 

1888 Rand McNally Map showing Tullahoma at top 
and Decherd at the junction of two railroads 

 

This concludes the list of towns on the Nashville & Northwestern Railroad 

 

Louisville & Nashville Railroad 

Chartered in 1850 this railroad line had a slow start, but on the eve of the Civil War it reached south from 

Louisville to Nashville with about 180 miles of track. During the war it profited from valuable contracts with the 

Union Army for shipping troops and supplies. In the later years of the 19th century it expanded its lines to St. Louis 

and New Orleans. It is the only railroad listed in King’s 1868 directory which stood the test of time, continuing into 

the 1980s.  

“The above road, running from Louisville to Nashville, is one hundred and eighty-five miles in length, commencing 

at Louisville, Kentucky, and ending at Nashville, Tennessee. It connects at Louisville with all the roads running 

North, East and West, and the various Packet lines running on the Western rivers; at Nashville [it connects with] the 

Tullahoma advertisements shown here 
are from The Appalachian, 2 Nov. 
1867. The Hurricane Springs ad is in 
King’s Directory. 

JA • D, P . ARM8TRO 

lourin 
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road diverging East, South and West, and the Packets on the Cumberland river[. At] Memphis Junction it makes 

close connections with the Memphis Branch, which road connects with other roads conveying passengers through 

to Memphis and other river points.” 

Madison: Is a small station 7 miles from Nashville and 178 miles from Louisville. 

Edgefield Junction: A small station in Davidson Co. at the junction of the Edgefield & Kentucky Railroad, 10 

miles from Nashville. (Business listing follows.) 

Hendersonville: A small post village in Sumner Co. 15 miles from Nashville. (Business listing follows.) 

Sandersville: A small post village in Sumner Co. 19 miles from Nashville. Population 50. (Business listing 

follows.) 

Pilot Knob: A small way-station in Sumner Co. 21 miles from Nashville. No businesses listed. 

Gallatin: The county seat of Sumner Co., 26 miles from Nashville, is one of the oldest towns in the state. It is 

finely located in a beautiful, rich and fertile country. (Business listing follows.) 

South Tunnel: A small post village in Sumner Co., 33 miles from Nashville. 

Fountain Head: A small post village in Sumner Co., 39 miles from Nashville. Population 25. 

Richland: A small post village in Sumner Co., 41 miles from Nashville. Population 30. 

Mitchellville: A small post village in Sumner Co., 44 miles from Nashville and 141 miles from Louisville. 

Here the railroad crosses the state line into Kentucky;  the directory does not continue. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A locomotive stands in front of the Louisville & Nashville railroad depot on Church Street in Nashville, ca. 1870 

The depot is the building with turrets just behind the train. The taller building to the rear is thought to be the Nashville Female 

Academy. (Library Photo Collection, Tenn. State Library & Archives.) 
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EDGEFIELD 

Dry Goods 

Galvin, James 

Schwachhammer, Jacob

Groceries, 

Galvin, James 
 

Railroad Agent 

Ramsey, Joseph 

Saw Mill 

Browne & Metcalfe 

 

 

HENDERSONVILLE 

Dry Goods 

Ackerman, Thomas 

Butler, S.D. 

Doxy, John L. 
 

Physicians 

Dismukes, T.T. 

Watson, George S. 

 

Groceries 

Butler, S.D. 

Clendening, Charles 

Doxy, John L. 

 

 

Post Master 

Clendening, Charles 
 

Saloon 

Doxy & Franklin 

 

GALLATIN 

Agricultural Implements 

Dismukes, Paul 

Nicholson, J. 

Peacock, J.  
 

Attorneys 

Bate, Wm. B. 

Elkin, M.S. 

Guild & Blackmore 

Head, Jno. W. & Son 

Mills, Jno. P. 

Munday, W.S. 

Peyton & Bennett 

Russwurm, T.E.S. 

Turner, J.J. 

 

Bakery 

Isse, Jno. 

Shottenheimer, Jno. 

 

Barber 

Bugg, H. 

 

Blacksmiths 

Love & Pearson 

 

Books and Stationery 

Harmon, R.B. 
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Boots and Shoes  
Allen & Cantrell 

Barrett, F. 

Beebe, R. 

Brown, Jno. & Sons 

Natcher, Jos. 

Vaughan, H.B. 

 

Clothing 

Strong, Levy & Co. 

 

Confectionery 

Strother, W. & Co. 

 

Cotton and Yarn Manufacturers 

Fitzgerald, Henry & Co. 

 

Drugs and Medicines 

Schell & Bro.  
Schrode, I.V. 

Tompkins & Blakemore 

 

Dry Goods 

Allen & Cantrell 

Beebe, R. 

Bell, Jno. 

Brown, Jno. & Sons 

Harris, Hensell & Co. 

Holden, W.F. 

Lucas, M.J. 

Rodemer, J.C. 

Strong, Levy & Co. 

Vaughan, H.B. 

Will, L.  
Wright, Wm. & Son 

 

Express Agent 

Barth, M. 

 

Flour Mill 

Lyon, Sam’l 

 

Furniture 

Blue & Jackson 

 

Government Officials 

Peacock, James, Mayor 

Lovell, Wm. A., Sheriff 

Dodd, William, Probate Judge 

Barry, J.R., Chancery Court Clerk 

T, 

I • 

G,AI,r.,.• 

JlrA.U ONen I ., • llaat,WUI ... 
" ,roa,t ....... •• 
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Joyner, Jesse, Circuit Court Clerk 

Wright, G.B., Postmaster 

Phillips, I.N., Registration Office 

Patton, R.F., U.S. Assessor 
 

Groceries 

Alley, L.H. & Co. 

Bell, Jno. 

Brown, W.H. 

Harris, Hensell & Co. 

Holden, W.F. 

Dismukes, Paul 

Donnell, R.E. 

Moore, W. & Son 

Peacock, Jas. 

Porter, C.L. & A.R.  
Rodimer, J.C. 

Schrode, I.V. 

Tibbets, H. 
 

Hardware  
Lucas, M.J. 

Rodimer, J.C. 

Wright, Wm. & Son 
 

Hotel  
Harding, C. 
 

Insurance Agent 

Boyers, Thos. 
 

Iron Foundry 

Nicholson, J. 
 

Job Printers 

Height, H.R. & Co. 
 

Livery Stables 

Baker, Wm. 

Minor, Joseph 
 

Machine Shop 

Nicholson, J. 
 

Milliner 

McLean, Miss M. 
 

Newspaper 

Gallatin Examiner 
 

Physician 

Mears, J.T. 
 

Railroad Agent 

Barth, M. 
 

Saddles and Harness 

Abbott, H.H. 

Lillard, Wm. 
 

Saloons 

Brennan, D.J. 

Glasgow, J.W. 

Love, Thos. R. 

Strother, R.F. 
 

Stoves and Tin Ware 

Mackay & House 

Warner, W.S. 
 

Tailor 

Spillers, J.C. 
 

Watches and Jewelry 

Harding, Johnson 

Robertson, L. 

Shell, S.F. 
 

Wool Factory 

Nicholson, Sam’l. 
 

 

 

.  
 
 
 
 
 

L & N Depot in Nashville, ca. 1864, rear view.  
(Library Photo Collection, Tenn. State Library & Archives) 

(8ffiri1l f i,ttt,J!. 
tlatte• 8ta&e• oacen. 

f'. 1-. a-. ..t•'« .fr or L r. toe, 
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Don’t Forget to Check the Vertical Files! 
 

Notes from the Carson Family File 
 

The term “vertical file” used to be a standard in public and academic 

libraries, but with the advent of the internet most libraries discarded 

their vertical files. However research libraries such as the Tenn. State 

Library & Archives still rely upon the vertical file as a place to keep 

the odds and ends that don’t fit anywhere else. 

At the Tenn. State Library & Archives all the vertical file titles are 

listed in the catalog. If you search the catalog for “Carson Family,” 

for instance, you will find an entry directing you to the vertical file. 

Hundreds of family files are in the collection, containing information 

dropped in by librarians over the past 100 years or so. 

The Library & Archives also has files about places and subjects 

ranging from African-American Baseball Players to the Zion Baptist Church.  These are not yet listed in the catalog, 

but a printed list is available in the reading room. 

Whenever you are visiting a library to do genealogical research, ask whether they have vertical files. There may be a 

hidden trove of information there, and you don’t want to miss it! 

As an example, here follows an inventory of the items found in the Carson Surname File. 

Typescript Family History 

“Carson Family History” a 99 page typescript donated by E.E. Eledge of Pettigrew, Arkansas. Information about 

Samuel Carson b.1768 who came to Washington County, Tenn. when young and married Anna Jarnagin. The 

booklet contains information about their ancestors, descendants, and collateral families.  

Articles 

Article from “Appalj” in 1992 about Jo Carson, an author, playwright and performer from Johnson City, Tenn. An 

interview with Ms. Carson is part of the 11-page article. Illustrated dust jackets from four of Ms. Carson’s works are 

also in the file. 

Article about Sam Carson, city editor of The Tennessean, 1930. 

Article about Jeff L. Carson of Madisonville, Monroe County, who tried to steal his mother’s military pension (Mrs. 

Caroline B. Carson), 1873. 

Article about David Carson of Nashville, a Gulf War veteran, and his pen pal of 17 years, 2007. 

Announcements 

Announcement of the Carson Family Reunion in Stanford Kentucky, 1971. “Be prepared to sing old time songs.” 

Genealogical Charts 

“The Carson Family of Savannah” a single-page genealogical chart beginning with Daniel Carson (1785-1852) and 

wife Aarah Hynson. 

 

-------------
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Bible Records 

Bible record beginning with Robert Carson born 1740. Includes 

John Carson born 1768, William Carson born 1770, Mary 

Carson born 1774, Samuel Carson born 1776, Willis Carson 

born 1786. 

Obituaries 

Sam K. Carson, Clinton, Tenn., 1955. Former Comptroller for 

the State, born ca. 1908 in Washington County, Tenn.  

Martha Carson, Nashville, 1904. Grand Ole Opry member and 

wife of James Carson, a mandolin player. 

James Carson, Columbia, Tenn., 2009. Trainer of walking horses. 

Josephine (Jo) Catron Carson, Johnson City, Tenn., 2011. Author 

and storyteller.  

 

 

 

Carson Family Bible 

The Bible record photocopies in the vertical file were hard to read, but in this unusual case the original Bible, 

published in Dublin, Ireland, in 1753, is also housed in the Library & Archives. A study of the original provides these 

entries, though they are rather confused. 

Robert Carson born 17 Oct. 1740 

John Carson born 4 May 1768  

William Carson born 10 Mar. 1770  

(written below as 4 Mar. 1768) 

Robert Carson born  

(no date, but written below as 10 Mar. 1770) 

Mary Carson born 24 Feb. 1774 

Samuel Carson born 25 __ 1776 

John Carson born 8 April 1779 

[Thomas?] Carson born __ Mar. 1781 

Willis Carson born 1 Sept. 1786  

(written below as 5 Nov. 1786) 

James Carson born 8 Apr. 1788 

S. [S.?] Morgan born 6 Feb. 1815[?] 

--- Carson born 22 May 1814[?] (crossed out) 

William Carson born 24 Dec. 1815 (crossed out) 

Susan Carson [name only] 

Capt. James Carson died 17 Feb. 1863 

Ellen Carson died 18 Nov. 1864

 

It appears that at least part of this family settled in Rutherford County. The death date of Capt. James Carson in 1863 

is confirmed by an entry on Findagrave.com in a Carson Cemetery located near Eagleville. However there are no 

photographs confirming the presence of a tombstone. 

 

 

 

The Vertical file at the Library & Archives holds 

many Family Bible Records. Most have been 

scanned and placed in an online database.  
 

Visit the website at tn.sos.gov/tsla 

and search the green bar for “Bible Records” to find 

the data. 

Tennessee State Library and Archives 

Online Resources 

Family Bible Records Project 
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Introduction to the Index 

 
We believe that every genealogical work requires a complete index, and to that end provide an every-name 

index in the fourth and final issue of each volume of the Journal. This index includes names, places and 

miscellaneous. Pagination of Volume XXXIII began with page 1 in the Summer 2019 issue and continued 

through this issue. The following notes prepared during the indexing process will be helpful to the reader. 

 
•  Individuals identified in the text as slaves/former slaves are indexed with (slaves) entered before their name. 

•  If the maiden name of a female is known, she is listed under both her married and maiden names. 
 

INDEX OF NAMES 
 
[-?-eetier], [G.?] S. 43 
[--?--ll], A. 43 
[----], A.J. 45 
[----], A.R. 41 
[----], Eliza Ann 7 
[----], Laban 45 
[----], West. W. 164 
[--]rley, William 164 
14th Tennessee Inf., CSA 10 
22nd Tennessee Inf., CSA 77 
59th Ohio Volunteer Inf. 52 
5th Tenn. Cavalry, USA 
 75, 77, 104, 106 
74th Ohio Infantry 106 
9th Michigan 53 
A-----, Abraham 131 
Abbott, H.H. 173 
Abernathy, C H 7 
Abramitzky, Ram 130 
Ackerman, Thomas 171 
Adams, Earvin 44 
Adams, Ervin W. 44 
Adams, James 46 
Adams, John Quincey 84 
Adams, Mariah 44 
Adams, Martha J 7 
Adams, N. 34 
Adcock, W. J. 15 
Aden, Bennett 164 
Aiken, Leona Taylor 94 
Akin & Larkin 32 
Alcorn, Thomas 120 
Alexander, Benjamin 6 
Alexander, T.J. 32 
Alexander, Thomas B. 39 
Algood, Alfred 120 
Allen 86 
Allen & Cantrell 172 
Allen, [S? J?] 43 
Allen, B.F. 42 
Allen, J. 67 

Allen, T.H. 44 
Allen, W.G. 44 
Allen, W.T. 42 
Allent, W.T. 168 
Alley, L.H. 173 
Allis[--?--] 47 
Allison, Adelia  6 
Allison, John 94 
Allison, John J. 113 
Allison, L.  35 
Allison, Russell M. 113 
Alsup, David 15 
Alsup, Harmon 15 
Alsup, Joseph 15 
Alsup, Summers & Baker 15 
Alsup, William 15 
Anderson 63 
Anderson, B.F. 28 
Anderson, D.G. 37 
Anderson, Helen 147 
Anderson, John F. 151, 152 
Anderson, John Sr. 56 
Anderson, O.V. 47 
Anderson, W.S. 138 
Anderson, Wm. M. 47 
Anderson, Wm. P. 164 
Andrews, James 32, 33 
Andrews, Mark L. 28 
Andrews, S. T. 15 
Andrews, Summers & Dudley 15 
Anthony, Daniel 48 
Anthony, J.L. 43 
Anthony, J.L.A. 43 
Anthony, L. 48 
Anthony, L.J. 42 
Anthony, Loron J. 42 
Anthony, Louisa 42 
Anthony, Sarah 48 
Armstrong, [A.?] 47 
Armstrong, John 60 
Arnel, James 47 

Arnold & Chambers 137 
Arnold, Sandford M 7 
Arrowsmith, F. 35 
Ashburn, Myatt 120 
Ashby, John H 7 
Askew, D. O. 15 
Atkins, A.L. 67 
Atkinson, H. R. 15 
Atkinson, M.C. 103, 106 
Atkinson, Thomas 15 
Austell & Bennett 169 
Austell, Samuel 57 
Austin, Albert 79, 115, 158 
Austin, Albert Riley 75, 78, 81 
Austin, M.E. 140 
Avery, Catherine Berry Pilcher 
 99, 147 
Avery, Waightstill 85, 86 
Avery, William G. 7 
Awalt, F. 47 
Aydelott 58 
Aydelott, James 60 
Ayers, James 40 
Ayers, Jasper 40 
Ayres, B.F. 66 
Ayres, Elizabeth 7 
Ayres, J.N. 40 
Bacharach, Isaac 71, 133 
Baer & Co. 70, 71, 133 
Bailey, A.M. 30 
Baker, James 15 
Baker, Wm. 173 
Ballow, Robt. S. 28 
Banks & Drake 30 
Banner, Ashley 81 
Baram, J.R. 41 
Barham, James 41 
Barham, Mary 41 
Barkley & Todd 134 
Barnes 16 
Barnes, Allen Jr. 16 

 

Every-Name Index 
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Volume XXXIII, 2019-2020 
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Barnes, Allen Sr. 15 
Barnes, Henry 16 
Barnes, J. 16 
Barnes, James D. 16 
Barnes, James Jr. 16 
Barnes, James Sr. 15 
Barnes, John 15 
Barnes, M. 16 
Barnes, Sarah 15 
Barnes, William A. 15 
Barnes, Willie 15 
Barr, Jesse 160 
Barrett & Wilhoite 138-140 
Barrett, F. 172 
Barrett, Miles 16 
Barrett, Pat 16 
Barrett, Rudy 25 
Barrett, Thomas 16 
Barrow, John 101 
Barrow, Matthew 99 
Barrow, Nancy 99, 100 
Barry, J.R. 172 
Barten, A.W. 41 
Barten, W.W. 46 
Barth, M. 172, 173 
Bartlett, T.S. 57 
Barton & Henderson 70, 71, 133 
Barton, A 46 
Barton, J. 16 
Barton, J.F. 45 
Barton, William 46 
Bass, Hicksey 7 
Bate, Wm. B. 171 
Battle, J.A. 163 
Bayless, Anne Tannehill 150 
Bayless, Maria 148 
Bayless, William B. 150 
Bean, Russell 86 
Beard, R.  70 
Bearden, Alfred 103, 106, 108 
Bearden, E.R. 103 
Bearden, L.J.E. 106 
Bearden, Walter S. 138 
Bearder, E.R. 108 
Beasley & Vaden 67 
Becknell & Wilkes 30 
Beebe, R. 172 
Bell 107 
Bell, G. W. 15 
Bell, H. L. 15 
Bell, Hosa 15 
Bell, Jno. 172, 173 
Bell, John J. 47 
Bell, L. A. 15 
Bell, M. 16 
Bell, T.A. 141 
Bennet, J.D. 29 
Bennett, D.W.C. 44 
Bennett, Dewit 44 
Bennett, Elizabeth 44, 47 
Bennett, J. [L?] 48 
Bennett, J.D. 29 
Bennett, J.E. 39, 47 
Bennett, John E. 47 
Benton, Jessie 84 
Benton, Thomas Hart 84, 91 
Bernstein, Joe 129 
Bero, Stanley 126 
Berry & Whiteside 138-140 
Berry, Henry [C.?] 48 

Berry, Mary Margaret Tannehill 150 
Berry, Salter & Co. 69 
Berry, T. 16 
Berry, William T. 150 
Bettis, Wm A 7 
Betts, Ann 94 
Bevill, H.D. 43, 59 
Bevill, Henry 58, 59 
Bevill, Henry D. 58 
Beville, Alma Lillian 59 
Beville, Henry David 59 
Beville, Mary Frances Silvertooth 59 
Beville, Paul Alexander 59 
Biddle, Nicholas 90 
Biggins, E. A. 16 
Biggs & Bro. 28, 29 
Bilbrey, G. F. 120 
Bishop, C.C. 141 
Bishop, F.G. 47, 167 
Black, Jno. 35 
Black, S.P. 69 
Blackman, Daniel 43 
Blackwell, [E.?] W. 47 
Blackwell, Allen 48 
Blackwell, Eudora 48 
Blair, R.B. 137 
Blakeman, J.D. 43 
Blakemore, G.F. 140 
Blanton & Owen 30 
Blanton, [C.?] T. W. S. 41 
Blanton, [C?] 41 
Blanton, Coleman 41 
Blanton, J.O. 41 
Blanton, Nancy 41 
Blanton, T.S. 167 
Blarcom, Jacob Van 100 
Bledsoe, H.H. 103, 107 
Bledsoe, Howell 107 
Bliss & Horsley 33 
Bliss, J.C. 28 
Bloom, Mr. 105, 109 
Blue & Jackson 172 
Bly, H.D. 42 
Bobo, Lecerel [sic] 44 
Bobo, Lecil 44 
Boehns, J.A. 135 
Boles, T.B. 46 
Bolles, R.S. 134 
Bond, B. 28, 29 
Bond, Mary Polly 6 
Bond, Sam 111 
Bond, William 66 
Bond, William M. 30 
Boon, N. 103 
Bosley, Charlie 101 
Bostick & Courtney 29 
Boustan, Leah 130 
Bowin, John G. 164 
Bowles, M.S. 46 
Bowles, Thos 46 
Bowman, Samuel 63, 64 
Bown, J.M. 135, 136 
Boyd, Alvin W. 119, 120, 161 
Boyers, Thos. 173 
Boyle, O. 16 
Boyt, Dawson 10 
Boyte, Lemuel 10 
Boyte, Sarah 10 
Bozarth, Doc 158 
Bozier, Ned 78, 79, 158 

Brack, James M. 15 
Brack, Thomas 16 
Bradford, Charles 114, 118, 
  157, 158 
Bradford, Thomas G. 3 
Bradley, Wm. D. 29 
Brambach, J.M. 69 
Brame, J. 20 
Brame, William B.M. 139 
Bramlette, W. 36 
Branch, Pat 16 
Brands, H. W. 94 
Brannan & Williams 169 
Brannan, H.K. 35 
Brassell 162 
Brassell, Joe 113 
Brassell, Teek 113 
Braswell, John 159 
Breedlove, Willis 137 
Breman, E. 16 
Breman, J. 16 
Breman, John 16 
Breman, Pat 16 
Breman, Peter 16 
Breman, S. 16 
Brembe, Peter 16 
Brennan, D.J. 173 
Brennan, Michael 66 
Brennan, Mike 66 
Bressler, David 122, 125-131 
Brewster, Finley 9 
Brewster, Sadie Florence 9 
Brigham 23 
Brigham, Ann 15 
Brigham, J. W. 16 
Brister, Franklin 109 
Brittan[?], M.V. 43 
Broan & Coble 138 
Brockway, A.W. 139 
Broom, Michel 16 
Brown & McCallums 34 
Brown, [A?] 41 
Brown, A. 42, 58 
Brown, Aldridge 58 
Brown, Alexander 15 
Brown, Alford 163 
Brown, Cole 136 
Brown, D. S. 135 
Brown, D.S. 134 
Brown, J. C. 160 
Brown, J.F. 138 
Brown, J.H. 33 
Brown, J.L. 111 
Brown, J.M. 134 
Brown, Jacob W. 152 
Brown, James S. 111 
Brown, James T. 111 
Brown, Jane 15 
Brown, Jno. 172 
Brown, John 163 
Brown, L.R. 29 
Brown, M. 16, 136 
Brown, Neil 39 
Brown, O.F. 67 
Brown, W.H. 33, 173 
Brown, W.J. 46 
Browne & Metcalfe 171 
Brownlow 103 
Brownlow, William G., Gov. 
 38-40, 51, 52, 55, 59, 60 



Volume XXXIII Index 

 

 
Middle Tennessee Journal of Genealogy & History                                                                          Volume XXXIII, Number 4 

Page 178 

Brumbach, J.M. 69 
Buchanan, T.W. 138, 139 
Buchannan, C. 16 
Buchanon, T. 16 
Buckelew, A. 164 
Buckner, Elizabeth H. 54 
Buckner, James 42 
Bufford, Catharine 11, 12, 13 
Bufford, Harriet (Boyte) 10 
Bufford, Iola 13 
Bufford, John H. 12, 13 
Bufford, William C. 10 
Bufford, William Smith 10-13 
Buford, J.W. 28 
Bugg, H. 171 
Bugg, Samuel[?] 163 
Bunch & Aikin 31, 32 
Bunch, F.M. 37 
Buntin, John 6 
Burch & Son 30 
Burch, Angeline 7 
Burch, W.J. 67 
Burcham, William 16 
Burgdorf, L.H. 136 
Burk, James 16 
Burk, John 16 
Burke, E. 16 
Burke, Pat 16 
Burnes, Mallery 16 
Burnes, Morris 16 
Burns, Michael 65 
Burstein, Andrew 94 
Burt, [J.? D.?] 46 
Burt, C.F. 42 
Burt, J. 40 
Burt, J.G. 42 
Burt, John 46 
Burt, Malinda 46 
Burton, John W. 70 
Busard, John 164 
Busby, Robert 15 
Busby, W. H. 15 
Butler & Blackburn 29 
Butler, J.S. 134 
Butler, S.D. 171 
Butler, W. 16 
Byers, James 30 
Byram, W.F. 168 
Byrom, E.P. 44 
Byrom, Esq. 59 
Byrom, G.W. 41 
Byrom, Geo. W. 41 
Byrom, H. [J.?] 41 
Byrom, James 44 
Byrom, W.F. 41, 58, 167 
Byrom, William F. 60 
Byrum, Edward 44 
Byrum, Emaline 44 
Byrum, George W. 41 
Byrum, Henry J. 41 
Byrum, Moses 6 
Byrum, Polk J. 44 
Byrum, Trissie 41 
Byrum, Victoria 41 
Caene?, John 44 
Cage, Louisa 7 
Cain, John 17 
Cain, Pat 17 
Cain, T.M. 69 
Cain, Thomas 17 

Calhoun, James 140 
Calley[?], F.S. 42 
Callis, Mary Elizabeth 7 
Calvin[?], [illegible] 47 
Cameron, Eliza Ann (Jones) 77 
Cameron, James 158 
Cameron, James McNeale 77, 114 
Cameron, Thomas J. (Tom) 
 75, 77, 79, 115, 117, 118, 158 
Campbell & Genthner 168 
Campbell, Asa 47 
Campbell, M.R. 47 
Campbell, McEwen & Bullock 28 
Campbell, Pat 17 
Canaday, Mary 12 
Cannon & Miller 138 
Cannon, J.L. 70 
Cannon, Michl 17 
Capshaw, Robert B. 119, 120, 159 
Car, John B. 163 
Card, H.C. 141 
Carden, Eck 60 
Carey, Henry 112 
Carey, James H. 112 
Carey, John 106, 112 
Carey, Mr. 105 
Carlton, P. A. 17 
Carlunght, Dicy 8 
Carnall, Almetta 45 
Carnall, James K. 45 
Carney & Neely 138, 140 
Carney, John L. 70, 133 
Carpenter, T. [?] 42 
Carrigan, Joseph G. 103, 105 
Carroll, Almetta 46 
Carroll, Darcas 45 
Carroll, H.W. 39, 45 
Carroll, Henry W. 45 
Carroll, J. 17 
Carroll, J.P.K. 45 
Carroll, James K. T. 46 
Carroll, Jesse 45 
Carroll, Jessy 45 
Carroll, John 45 
Carroll, Mary 44, 45 
Carroll, S.W. 44 
Carroll, Samuel 44 
Carroll, William 45 
Carson 174-175 
Carson, [Thomas?] 175 
Carson, Caroline B. 174 
Carson, Daniel 174 
Carson, David 174 
Carson, Ellen 175 
Carson, James 175 
Carson, Jeff L. 174 
Carson, John 175 
Carson, Josephine (Jo) Catron 175 
Carson, Martha 175 
Carson, Mary 175 
Carson, Robert 175 
Carson, Sam 174 
Carson, Sam K. 175 
Carson, Samuel 174, 175 
Carson, Susan 175 
Carson, William 175 
Carson, Willis 175 
Carter & Crouch 29 
Carter, Martin 163 
Carter, Mrs. 102 

Casey, Pall 17 
Cashdollar, Nannie 9 
Cashdollar, Samuel Thomas 9 
Caslomon[?], David 163 
Caster, Abraham 57 
Cates, R.W. 48 
Cathey, Archibald 16 
Cathey, George 16 
Cathey, Wilie 16 
Cathey, William G. 16 
Cathrun, Basdel C. 110 
Caudell, Aaron 8 
Cauley, Michl 17 
Causey, Anna B. Cooper 64 
Causey, William R. 64 
Cayce, E.B. 29 
Cayce, J.M. 29 
Celkin, Basdel C. 110 
Chadick, William D 8 
Chadwick, John H. 16 
Chaffin & Dugger 31, 32 
Chanterbery & Sullivan 33 
Chastain, T.W. 46 
Chasten, Mehala 46 
Chasten, Thomas W. 46 
Cheaires, J.W. 30 
Cheatham, Mark 94 
Chelwood, John 151 
Childers, Joseph 37 
Childress, Ed 101 
Childress, Emma 101 
Childress, John 100 
Childress, Martha (Patsy) 100 
Childress, Nancy Hickman 100 
Chilton, John 137 
Chiswell, Charles 95 
Chitwood, Frances 155 
Chitwood, John 155 
Chitwood, Mr. 59, 153 
Choat, Harriet 7 
Choate, T.J. 36 
Chockley, Jesse 137 
Christie, J.H. 138 
Christopher, D.J. 141 
Chumley, Sallie 53 
Churchman, R.J. 153 
Clabrough, J.P. 54 
Clark, James 17 
Clark, John N. 134 
Clark, Peter 17 
Clark, R.L. 70, 71, 133 
Claugherty, J. 17 
Clay, Henry 84 
Clay, W.[?]. 40 
Clayton, H.H. 135 
Clayton, W H 8 
Clendening, Charles 171 
Cleveland, H.P. 138 
Cline, David 125, 128, 130, 131 
Clingman, Adam 166 
Clinton, Bill 82 
Clouston, W.G. 28 
Cloyd, Sarah 6 
Coats, Mary 48 
Coats, Rolle W. 48 
Cobb, W[esley] F 7 
Cock, Mary Jane 8 
Cocke?, W.E. 46 
Cockrane, Alexander 88 
Cockrill, Ben 101 
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Cockrill, Mark 101 
Cohile[?], D.M. 42 
Cohite, Dennis 17 
Cohn, G. 138, 140 
Cohn, Nathan 
 124, 126, 128, 129, 130 
Cohn, Sam 130 
Colby & Stanclift 28, 29 
Coldwell & Warder 138 
Coldwell, [?].[?]. 41 
Coldwell, R.  37 
Cole 107 
Cole & Miller 36 
Cole, George 158 
Cole, P.C. 36 
Cole, Thomas 160 
Cole, W.A. 107 
Coleman, James 17 
Coleman, Zach 157 
Collier, N.C. 70, 134, 135 
Collins, Annis 16 
Collins, B. F. 16 
Collins, David 47 
Collins, F. M. 16 
Collins, J. W. 16 
Collins, James M. 16 
Collins, Margret 47 
Colyar, Marks & Dean 138 
Commons, Logan 109 
Commons, Wiley 110 
Compagna, Lawrence 142 
Cone, N.D. 135 
Confederate Relief Assn. 25 
Conley, Michl 17 
Conly, Pat 17 
Connell, Michl 17 
Connell, T. 17 
Connelly, F. 17 
Connelly, John 17 
Connelly, L. 17 
Connelly, William 17 
Connely, Thomas 17 
Conner, A. 37 
Conner, Dylan 130 
Conner, Pat 17 
Conner, Peter 17 
Connor, D. 17 
Connor, Peter 17 
Connors, James 17 
Conry, John 17 
Conry, Michl 17 
Conry, Pat 17 
Conry, William 17 
Cook, Carroll 17 
Cook, Dr. W.C. 71, 135 
Cook, Edmund 17 
Cook, James A. 17 
Cook, John 17 
Cook, S.C. 32 
Cook, William A. 16 
Cooley, Alexander 105 
Cooley, M. 69 
Cooney, Mike 17 
Cooper & Friersons 138 
Cooper & Lamb 137 
Cooper, Anna B. 64 
Cooper, B.W. 44 
Cooper, Edmond 39 
Cooper, George W. 4 
Cooper, Mass 138 

Cooper, Nicholas 4 
Cooper, William Hamilton 64 
Cooper, William Jr. 64 
Corbett, M. 17 
Cormac, A. 17 
Cornelious, Mr. 100 
Cornelius, W.R. 24, 25 
Corum, Mary 7 
Cosgrove, Pat 17 
Costa, Pamela Parks 59 
Cothrum, Bazdel 111 
Cotnar, John 137 
Cotton, J.H. 46 
Cotton, John H. 46 
Cotton, Nancy 46 
Couch, Reuben 138 
Cowager, Calvin 6 
Cowan, J.W. 138 
Cowan, O. 138, 139 
Cowan, W.G. 138, 139 
Cowen, Dorsey 67 
Cowser, J.P. 111 
Cox & Reynolds 35 
Cox, Darcus W 6 
Cox, Daveas W 6 
Cox, H.S. 33 
Coyle, Anthony 17 
Coyle, Michl 17 
Coyne, John 41 
Cozey, [J.? H.?] 43 
Crabtree, C.C. 155 
Crabtree, Lucy 155 
Crabtree, M. 151 
Crabtree, McHarrison 155 
Craddock, John C 8 
Crafton, J. 30 
Craig, G. Mc. 29 
Crain & Watts 167 
Crane & Thurston 169 
Crane & Witherby 167, 168 
Crass & Co. 70 
Crass, M. 71 
Crassno, Louisa 45 
Crassno, Matthias 45 
Crawford, Elizabeth 6 
Crawford, Lucy 43 
Crawford, Martha 46 
Crawford, T.O. 43, 58 
Crawford, Thomas 43 
Crawford, W.H. 46 
Crawford, William 46 
Cremon, Michl 17 
Crews, Edward 137 
Criags, B. 17 
Cribben, E.K. 169 
Crick & Mankin 140 
Critz & Co. 30 
Crockett, Jordan & Co. 
 70, 134, 135 
Crognal, M.H. 45 
Cromie, M.S. 167 
Crosby 56 
Crosby, Peter 17 
Crosswell, A. P. 16 
Crosswell, C. N. 17 
Crosswell, Elisha 16 
Crothy, Thomas 17 
Crouch, Wm. H. 29 
Crouse, Jacob 17 
Crow, Jas. R. 35 

Crowell, A C. 44 
Crutcher & Handy 28, 29 
Crutcher, A. 29 
Crutcher, J.P. 28 
Cuff, Michl 17 
Culley & Co. 167 
Cullom and Ghertner 132 
Cumings, F. 17 
Cummins, William 28 
Cunningham, Mary 56 
Cunningham, P.C. 56 
Cunningham, Pink 56 
Cunningham, S.A. 138, 141 
Curl, M.V. 48 
Curl, Martin 48 
Curl, Racheal 48 
Currin, R.S. 135 
Curry, L.V. 53 
Dale, W.J. 32 
Daly, Pat 18 
Damerill, George 42 
Dance 107 
Daneger, Pat 18 
Daniel, Benjamin 18 
Daniel, J.W.R. 43 
Daniel, James L. 18 
Daniel, W. H. 18 
Darden, P L A [Penelope] 8 
Darden, S M 7 
Darragh, T.D. 70 
Darwin, Thomas 60 
Datson, Raleigh 152 
Daubs, Asa 8 
Daud, A.R. 151 
Davenport 154 
Davenport, D.E. 58, 60, 152, 155 
Davenport, Mr. 59 
David, A.R. 155, 156 
David, Jacob W. Sr. 139, 140 
David, Jenkin 156 
David, Mary 156 
Davidsen, W. 48 
Davidson & Buchanan 138 
Davidson & Sons 167 
Davidson, Adeline 40 
Davidson, D.A. 31, 32 
Davidson, G.W. 168 
Davidson, Geo. N. 46 
Davidson, Geo. W. 46 
Davidson, J.W. 41 
Davidson, Lewis 40 
Davidson, Louis 40 
Davidsons, George 46 
Davis, Albert G. 75, 114 
Davis, Avo 75 
Davis, Caroline 77 
Davis, Caroline (Stover) 75, 114 
Davis, Columbus Jackson 119 
Davis, H.N. 46 
Davis, Mansfield Scott 77 
Davis, Ova 
 75-81, 113-120, 157-162 
Davis, Sallie 75, 79-81, 158 
Davis, Scott 81 
Davis, Shelah Dillard 75 
Davis, Solomon Eli 75 
Davis, William Albert 75 
Davis, William G. 
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